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To    DOCTOR     DENMAN. 

SIR, 

JL  here  cannot  be  an  objeflion  to  any- 
work  relating  to  Midwifery  being  dedi- 
cated to  you,  who,  both  by  precept  and 
example,  by  teaching  and  writing,  have 
contributed  fo  largely  to  its  improvement ; 
but  to  the  fruits  of  my  labours  you  have  a 
peculiar  claim,  inafmuch  as  to  you  I  am 
indebted  for  my  fir  ft  knowledge  of  the  fci- 
ence.  Permit  me  therefore  to  requeft  your 
acceptance  of  the  following  flieets,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  teftify  how  highly  it  will 
gratify  my  ambition^  if  on  any  occafion  I 
can  prove  myfelf  a  difciple  worthy  of  fuch 

a  mafter. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  the  greateft  refpeil. 

Your  moft  obedient, 

Humble  fervant, 
Gloucefter, 
April  13,  1792. 

THE  AUTHOR. 
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PREFACE. 


X  HE  following  pages  appear  under  fome 
difadvantages,  of  which  the  want  of  a  clofer 
attention  to  method  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
principal.  But  if  the  Author  has  the  hap- 
pinefs  upon  the  whole  to  render  his  ideas 
intelligible,  he  trufts  that  fome  deficiency 
in  point  of  arrangement  and  compofition 
will  be  forgiven  in  a  man  who  has  little 
time  for  employments  of  this  nature. 

Some  allowance  will  alfo  be  hoped  for 
in  conlideration  of  the  diftance  of  his  refi- 
dence  from  the  prefs.  He  has  doubts  whe- 
ther or  not  his  readers  will  think  that  he 
has  adduced  a  fufficient  number  of  fadts  ia 
fupport  of  the  theory  which  he  brings  for- 
ward. He  certainly  could  have  related  a 
few  more  cafes,  but  they  would  have  been 
very  fimilar  to  thofe  which  already  appear, 
and  therefore  would,  in  his  opinion,  have 
ferved  no  other  purpofe  than  that  of  in- 
creafing  the  fize  of  the  pamphlet. 

He 
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He  does  not  ofFer  this  Effay  as  by  any 
means  treating  fully  on  the  fuiyed:,  but  ra- 
ther as  prefenting  a  few  hmts  to  any  perfon 
who  may  hereafter  profecute  a  complete 
hlftory  of  the  nature,  appearances,  and  ma- 
nagement, of  the  difeafe  under  confidera- 
tion  ;  an  evil,  which  though  perhaps  it  be 
not  of  the  greateft,  is  certainly  of  lufficient 
roas^nitude  to  deferve  ferious  invefti2;ation. 
It  is  not  indeed  to  be  dreaded  as  immedi- 
ately deftrudive  to  life  ;  but  furely  to  la- 
bour under  pain,  lamenefs,  and  other  in- 
conveniences, for  feveral  weeks  or  months, 
though  the  event  fliould  in  every  fuch  cafe 
be  invariably  favourable,  is  a  calamity  moft 
devoutly  to  be  deprecated  :  confequently  an 
attempt  to  leflen  the  degree  and  fhorten  the 
duration  of  the  mifchief,  if  that  attempt  be 
not  manifeftly  irrational  and  abfurd,  has 
little  need  of  an  apology.  While  we  pro- 
fefs  an  endeavour  to  diminifli  the  leaft  of 
the  fufterings  and  dangers  incident  or  con- 
iequent  to  childbearing,  we  fhall  be  heard 
with  patience  by  Humanity,  Policy,  and 
Philofophy.     'Tis  not  then  the  nature  of 

this 
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this  undertaking,    but  the  manner  of  exe- 
cuting it,  which  wants  aoo!o2:v. 

I  have  fpoken  in  the  courfe  of  the  work 
of  xh^  femoral  lymphatic  glands,  a  difcinc- 
tion  which  I  beUeve  is  not  generally  made 
by  writers  upon  the  abforbent  fyftem.     By 
the  appellation   of  femoral  glands  I  w^ould 
iignify  not  only  fuch  as  may  be  iituated  m 
the  middle  of  the  limb,   but  alfo  that  cluf- 
ter,  which  is   placed  at  the  upper  part  of 
the  infide  of  the  thio:h  immediately  below 
thofe,    which    are    properly    the    inguinal 
glands,  and  which  are  the  ordinary  feat  of 
venereal  buboes,  as  the  femoral   glands  are 
thofe  which  inflame,  when  acrid  matter  is 
abforbed  from  ulcers  in  the  le2:3. 

Though  I  cannot  difcover  any  ground 
for  fuppoiing  the  trunks  of  the  lymphatics 
to  be  ruptured  in  labour,  yet  I  can  eafily 
conceive,  as  I  have  mentioned  in  the  ap- 
pendix, that  the  obftru6lion  to  the  return 
of  the  lymph  may  commence  in  the  pri- 
mary inflammation  of  a  trunk  or  trunks ; 
4  and 
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and  probably  this  may  be  the  cafe  more 
frequently  than  I  have  hitherto  cUfcovcred, 
or  fufpeded  it  to  be. 

I  will  not  enlarge  this  preface  with  far- 
ther excufes  or  explanations,  but  conclude 
with  pledging  myfelf  to  the  reader,  that 
fliould  opportunity  permit,  or  occafion  be 
given  me  to  refume  my  attention  to  the 
fubje£l  of  this  Eflay,  I  will  labour  to  cor- 
rect thofe  faults  which  my  own  eye  fhall 
difcover,  or  the  candid  criticifin  of  others 
(hall  point  out. 


AN 


E    S    S    A    Y, 


&C,   &C, 


i=3 


**AN  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and 
*'  Caufe  of  that  fwellino;  of  the  lower 
"  Extremities  which  fometimes  happens 
"  to  lying-in  Women,"  was  publifhed 
five  or  fix  years  ago  by  the  very  celebrated 
Mr.  Charles  White  of  Manchefter.  If 
I  can  add,  in  the  fmalleft  degree  to  the 
information  which  he  has  given  on  that 

B  fubjecl, 
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fubjeft,  I  fhall  want  no  apology  for  bring- 
ing forwards  this  pamphlet :  nor  fhall  I 
think  that  I  am  diredting  the  attention  of 
the  reader  to  a  trifling  objeft,  when  the 
fame  thing  has  appeared  fufficiently  im- 
portant to  engage  in  its  inveftigation  the 
diftinguiflied  abilities  of  Mr.  White. 

(i.)  The  difeafeg  of  which  he  has  treated, 
is,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  the  fame  as  that 
which  I  am  about  to  confider ;  though  on 
the  one  hand,  I  have  not  met  with  all  the 
appearances  which  he  defcribes  ;  and  ou 
the  other,  fome  on  which  he  is  filent  have 
fallen  in  my  way, 

(2.)  Mr.  White*s  extenfive  praftice  has 
enabled  him  to  form  a  general  hiftory  of 
the  complaint ;  and  to  that  hiftory  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  my  reader,  becaufe  it  is  much 
more  full  than  that  which  I  can  give  from 
my  own  experience  ;  although,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  I  have  obferved  fome 
circumftauces  eitjier  not  feen^  or  not  no- 
ticed 
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ticed  by  the  very  relpedlable  author  of  the 
Inquiry. 

(3.)  In  every  pathological  refear(jb^  we 
muft,  in  the  firft  place,  have  a  regard  to 
the  natural  ftruiSure  and  fundions  of  the 
part,  which  is  the  feat  of  the  given  dif- 
eafe,  and  to  its  conneflion  and  fympathies 
with  other  parts  of  the  body. 

The  many  excellent  writings  and  tables 
now  in  common  ufe,  fave  me  from  the 
neceffity  of  entering  into  minute  anatomi- 
cal defcriptions,  or  phyfiological  difquifi- 
tions  ;  and  I  fliall  content  myfelf  with 
ftating,  that  within  Poupart's  ligament, 
in  the  diredtion  of,  and  contiguous  to  the 
round  ligament  of  the  uterus,  are  placed 
feveral  lymphatic  glands,  to  which  the 
name  has  been  given  of  external  Iliac  ;  and 
that  others  called  the  internal  iliac  are 
placed  about  the  internal  iliac  artery ;  and 
that  to  thefe  two  fets  of  glands  run  nume- 
rous abforbcnts  from  the  vagina  and  the 
uterus,  .and  through  the  former  ones  pafs 
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the  trunks,  which  bring  the  lymph  from 
the  lower  extremities. 

(4.)  When  a  lymphatic  gland  becomes 
inflamed,  and  confequently  enlarged,  it  is 
fcarcely  credible  to  what  a  magnitude  it 
-will  fometimes  grow.  Of  fuch  preterna- 
tural increafe  of  bulk  we  have  inftances, 
in  the  immenfe  fize  of  which  the  mefen- 
teric  glands  have  been  fometimes  found. 

A  lymphatic  gland  may  fuffer  inflam- 
mation and  enlargement,  Jtrjl,  from  the  ef- 
fefts  of  preflure  made  upon  it ;  fecondly^ 
from  acrid  matter  being  brought,  and  ap- 
plied to  it  by  an  abforbent ;  and  thirdly^ 
by  inflammation  being  continued  to  it  from 
an  inflamed  abforbent. 

(5.)  If  one  or  more  of  the  external  iliaq 
glands  be  inflamed  and  enlarged,  a  tumor 
in  the  flank  will  be  formed,  in  thin  fub- 
je6ts  very  perceptible  to  the  touch  of  the 
furgeon  :  and  if  the  enlargement  of  the 
^iand  be  conjiderabk,  or  remain  for  .any  length 

of 
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cf  time^  the  paffage  of  the  lymph  through 
the  trunks  which  convey  it  from  the  lower 
limbs  will  be  more  or  lefs  obftrucled,  and 
the  limb  or  limbs  will  confequently  be 
fwollen,  in  a  proportionably  greater  or  lefs 
degree. 

(6.)  If  an  adhefion  of  the  gland,  to  the 
containing  parts  of  the  abdomen,  take  place, 
the  injiammation  increajtng^  and  the  inflamma- 
tion terminate  in  fuppuration,  the^^i"  may 
make  its  way  through  the  ring  of  the  exter- 
nal oblique,  in  the  courfe  of  the  round 
ligament,  or  under  Poupart's  ligament,  and 
burft  through  the  ikin  of  the  groin  ;  or,  fe- 
condly,  it  may  penetrate  direftly  through, 
the  containing  parts  Ijing  over  the  gland  ; 
and  then  an  aperture  .will  be  made  in  the 
iliac  region  :  or  lallly,  it  may  take  fome 
other  route  by  means  of  the  cellular  fub- 
ftance,  and  prefent  itfelf  in  any  part  of  the 
hypogaftric  region,  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  thigh,  in  the  buttock,  &c. 
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(7.)  Thefe  obfervations  apply  the.mfelves 
to  tuoiours  of  the  iliac  glands  however 
produced,  and  confeqiiently  to!  fueh  as  may 
fellow  parturition*  And  that  parturition 
fometimes  does  give  oecafion  to  the,  produc- 
tion of  fuch  tumours,  and  all  the  eftefts 
which  I  have  attributed  to  them,  experi- 
ment, and  reafoning  will,  I  hope,  eiiable  me 
to  convince  the  reader. 

An  attention  to  method  feems  to  require 
that  I  fhould  appropriate  fome  name  or  title 
to  the  difeafe.  The  ingenuity  of  the  reader 
will  difcover  and  apply  a  fit  one^  as.  I  am  at 
a  lofs  where  to  give  it  a  place  in  a  nofologi^ 
calvocabulary.  It  will  be  of  m;ore  confe- 
quence  if  I  can  fucceed  in  an  attempt  to  ex?" 
plain: its  real  nature,  and  its  proper  treat"- 
ment,  ; 

(8.)  The  firft  complaint  made  by  thepa* 
tient  in  every  cafe  which  I  have  been  ac- 
quainted with,  was  that  of  ftiffiiefs  or  fore- 
nefs  in  one  of  the  lateral  regions  of  the 
lower  bellyj  and  pain  in  moving  or  turning 

about 
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about  the  body.     The  pulfe  has  invariably 
been  quick.     The  fide  afFeded  has  not  al- 
ways  been  that  on  which  the  patient  lay 
whilfl:  ihe  was  delivered.     Upon  examina- 
tion a  fuhiefs  and  hardnefs  in  the  aiFedled 
Iliac  region  may  be  perceived,  and  for  the 
moft    part    a    circumfcribed    tumour.     A.. 
weaknefs  of  the  leg  and  thigh  of  the  fame 
fide,  and  in  moft  cafes  an  (edematous  fwel- 
ling  of  them  came  on,. but  not  aUyays ;  the 
afte£lion  of   the   extremity    has  not  been, 
complained  of  for  two  or  three  days  after, 
the  coming  on   of  the  pain   in  the  flank. 
The  fwelling  of  the  limb  takes  place,  whe- 
ther the  patient  fits  up,  or  lies  in  bed  ;  nor 
does  it  go  down  upon  a  change  of  the  pofi- 
tion  of  the  body.     To  the  beft  of  my  re- 
colleftion  it  has  in  every  inftance  been  foft 
enough  to  pit  upon  prefTure.     The  fKin  has 
prefented  no  remarkable  appearance. 

Mr.  White's  defcription  of  the  condition 
of  the  limb  differs  fomewhat  from  mine  ; 
in  making  which  remark  I  do  not  mean  to 
impeach  the  accuracy  orf  his  hiftory.     It  is 
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probable  that  he  drew  his  pifture  from  a 
more  advanced  and  more  confirrtied  ftate  of 
the  obftruftion  of  the  lymph,  than  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  :  nor  do  I  find 
-the  leall:  difficulty  in  conceiving  that  fuch 
a  condition  of  the  limb,  as  Mr.  White  de- 
fcribes,  may  be  fometimes  met  with  ;  be- 
caufe  I  have  repeatedly  feen  legs  "equally 
•*  and  generally  fwollen,  not  cold  as  in 
*'  anafarca,  and  not  pitting  upon  prefliire, 
**  nor  difcharging  water  when  pundured," 
in  confequence  of  old  fv/ellings  of  the  fe- 
moral and  inguinal  glands,  or  from  tumours 
wathin  the  abdomen.  Whether  in  thelefs 
advanced  ftate  of  the  dlfeafe  the  (kin  of  the 
leg  would  difcharge  w^ater  when  punftured, 
I  do  not  know  ;  though  I  ihould  think  it 
fometimes  would  difcharge  water  '^,  be- 
caufe  I  lately  met  with  a  cafe  of  a  young 
w^oman  who  had  a  glandular  ftveliing  in 
the  upper  part  of  her  thigh,  in  coufe^ 
quence  of  which  the  leg  and  foot  became 


^'  Sin.ce  I  wrote  this,   I  have  confirmed  my  opinion 
by  experiment — See  Cafe  the  Ninth, 

oedema- 
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oedematous.  I  punflured  the  top  of  the 
foot  in  two  or  three  places  ;  a  large  quan- 
tity of  fluid  was  drained  off,  and  the  fvvel* 
lin^  of  the  leo;  was  verv  much  reduced. 
The  tumefaftion  has  been  in  fome  inftances 
extended  to  the  buttock  ;  but  I  have  neg- 
lefted  to  obferve,  whether  or  not  it  com- 
monly affefls  the  labia  pudendi  ^. 

A  greater  or  lefs'  degree  of  puerperal 
fever  has  in  every  cafe  preceded  the  glan- 
dular inflammation,  or  fwelling  in  the 
beliy ;  and  the  complaint  has  rarely  come 
on  before  the  end  of  the  fecond,  or  the  be- 
ginning of  the  third  week  after  delivery, 
nor  later  than  the  fifth  or  flxth  ;  and,  as  I 
have  already  dated,  has  been  always  accom- 
panied v/ith  a  quick  pulfe. 

(9.)  I  do  not  know  the  natural  progrefs  of 
the   complaint  when  left  to   itfelf,  unlefs 


*  In  a  cafe,  In  which  the  complaint  had  been  of  a 
fortnight  ftanding,  and  where  the  (xdema  extended  to 
the  buttock,  the  labia  pudendi  were  not  f\\^ollen. 
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where  it  proceeds  to  fuppuration,  becaufc 
a  fpeedy  refolution  of  the  tumour  in  the 
belly,  and  a  coiifequent  removal  of  its  cf-^ 
fe£ls  in  the  limb  have  been  obtained  in  fuch 
cafes  as  1  have  had  the  management  of. 

(lo.)  Sometimes,  though  I  believe  rarely, 
the  iliac  fwelling  goes  on  to  fuppuration  ; 
in  which  cafe  the  matter  may  make  its  way 
C50t  of  doors  in  either  of  the  ways  defcribed 
above,  as  the  route  of  pus  from  abfcefles  in 
the  :external  iliac  glands. 

.  Whether  the  abfcefs  pointing  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  belly,  or  in  the  groin j  be  opened,- 
or  fuitered  to  break,  the  patient  ultimately 
gets  well.  This  was  the  cafe  with  three 
patients,  each  of  whom  had  an  aJDfcefs  after 
lying  in,  which  pointed  either  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  belly,  .or  in  the  groin. 

Howfever,  as  in  twelve  years  connexion 
with  public  hofpitals,  I  have  feen  only  three 
cafes  of  a  tumour  of  this  kind  fuppura- 
ting,  and  only  one  in  private  ;  and  as  Mr. 

White 
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Wkite  does  not  fpeak  of  haviiig  met  with; 
ever  a  one  in  his  very  extenfive  prafiice,  { 
muft  believe,  that  in  general  a  refolution 
of  the  tumour  takes  place,  and  a  confeq-uent 
removal  of  its  effeds. 


C  A  S  E       L 

A  young  woman  had  a  fever  and  an 
cedematous  fwelling  of  one  leg,  thigh,  and 
buttock,  together  with  a  very  perceptible 
tumour  ID  the  iliac  region  of  the  fame  fide. 
She  had  lain  in  of  her  firft  child  five  or  fix 
weeks.  As  the  fwelling  in  the  belly  and 
the  leg  fubfided,  a  phlegmonous  inflam- 
mation near  the  great  trochanter  came  oil 
and  fuppurated  ;  the  abfcefs  burft,  the 
opening  w^as  enlarged,  and  the  patient  got 
well.  I  muft  urge  the  remark,  that  the 
fwelling  of  the  leg  and  thigh  fubfided  as 
the  phlegmon  near  the  hip  advanced,  as  a 
proof  that  the  tumefa6lion  of  the  limb  did 
not  depend  upon  the  abfcefs  in  the  buttock, 

but 
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but  upon  the  inflammation    in    the   illa(5 
region, 

(i  I.)  This  account  of  the  appearances  and 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is,  I  am  confcious, 
very  incomplete  :  I  leave  it  fo,  becaufe  I 
do  not  chufe  to  give  it  the  air  of  perfection 
by  going  beyond  the  boundary  of  my  ex- 
perience, and  borrowing  from  my  own, 
imagination,  or  from  other  men's  labours. 

(i2.)  Of  the  treatment  of  It  likewife;  I 
muft  fpeak  with  diffidence,  becaufe  I  have 
nothing  to  propofe,  except  what  I  have 
learned  from  a  few  fafts  which  have  fallen 
under  the  examination  of  my  own  fenfes.    . 

(3O  When  fubfequent  to  delivery  we 
meet  wath  a  patient  complaining  of  a  fore- 
nefs  and  pain  in  one  of  the  iliac  regions,  and 
upon  examination  we  find  a  great  fulnefs  and 
hardnefs  in  that  region,  accompanied  with 
increafed  uneafmefs  in  turning  of  the  body, 
and  in  drawing  up  the  leg  and  thigh  on 
that  fide,  fever  having  preceded,  or  being 

ftiU 
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ftill  prefent,  we  may  for  a  Ihort  time  try 
the  efFeils  of  warm  fomentation  of  the 
belly  ;  and  in  cafe  it  be  not  already  fuiB- 
ciently  open,  adminifter  a  laxative  clyfter. 
If  eafe  and  a  removal  of  the  fulnefs  and 
forenefs  in  the  flank  be  not  by  thefe  means 
quickly  obtained,  we  apply  to  the  moft 
fore  part  of  the  iliac  region  fix  or  feven 
leeches,  or  even  a  greater  number,  if  the 
patient's  condition  will  admit  of  the  lofs  of 
much  blood.  As  foon  as  the  leeches  are 
taken  away,  we  adminlfter  a  mixture  of 
Ipecacuanha  and  Tartar  emetic,  given  in 
fuch  a  quantity  as  to  produce  full  vomit- 
in  2^.  If  the  mixture  have  not  the  addi- 
tlonal  effedl  of  procuring  a  few  ftools,  it 
fhould  be  followed  by  a  gentle  cathartic. 

As  fooh  as  the  bleeding  occafioned  by 
the  leeches  has  ceafed,  we  lay  a  blifter 
plaifler  upon  the  pained  part. 

After  the  ufe  of  thefe  means  the  pain 
and  forenefs  in  the  flank  will  prefently 
abate,  and  the  fwelling  fubfide,  and   in  a 

fhort 
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fhort  time  be  entirely  removed.  But  if 
any  pain  or  hardnefs  remain  after  thS  dif- 
charge  from  the  bllfter  has  ceafed,  let 
leeches  be  again  applied,  and  the  confe- 
quent  bleeding  be  fiicceeded  by  a  fecond 
blifter.  In  the  trials,  which  I  have 
made  of  this  treatment,  the  complaint  has 
been  completely  removed  before  the  heal- 
ing of  the  fecond  vefication. 

I  have  not  had  occafion  to  fay  any  thing 
about  the  fwelling  of  the  leg  and  thigh, 
becaufe  that  fwelling  has  fubfided  fail 
enough  as  the  forenefs  and  fulnefs  in  the 
belly  went  off.  However,  it  may  be  ufe- 
ful  to  wrap  up  the  leg  in  bathed  cabbage 
leaves,  and,  perhaps^  to  make  a  few  punc- 
tures with  a  lancet  into  the  cellular  fub- 
ftance  of  its  integuments. 


CASE 
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CASE     II. 

Mrs.  O.  on  the  23d  of  Augujfl,  was  de- 
livered of  her  eleventh  child  lying  on  her 
left  fide  :  on  the  fifth  day  ihe  was  mani- 
feftly  ill  of  a  puerperal  fever;  on  the  thir- 
teenth day  the  fever  left  her.  The  lochia 
flopped  when  the  fever  came  on,  but  re- 
turned when  that  abated. 

Twenty-jirji  day^  (he  has  not  been  quite 
fo  well  as  ufual  for  the  lafi:  two  or  three 
days,  and  her  pulfe  has  been  quick.  She 
feels  forenefs,  and  fome  pain  in  the  right  fide 
of  the  abdomen,  efpeeially  in  turning  her 
body,^  or  in  moving  her  leg  and  thigh  ;  I 
find  a  circumfcribed  fvvelling  and  hardnef§ 
as  of  an  enlarged  gland  in  the  right  iliac 
region  a  little  above  Poupart's  ligament. 
Prefl'ure  upon  the  part  gave  great  pain. 
Her  leg  and  thigh  are  extremely  ftifF,  but 
as  yet  little,  if  at  all,  fwoUen.  I  applied 
leeches  to  the  pained  part,  and  gave  her  ai^ 
4  emetic ; 
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emetic  ;  and  a  blifter  was  laid  on,  as  fooii 
as  the  bleeding  froni  the  leeches  had 
ceafed. 

Twenty -fecond^  patient  much  eafier. 

Twenty -third.,  leeches  were  again  ap^ 
plied  a  little  above  the  feat  of  the  laft  blif- 
ter, and  were  followed  by  another  blifter 
laid  upon  the  part  to  which  they  had  been 
applied.  Ail  increafe  of  relief  was  imme- 
diately perceived  by  the  patient,  and  in  a 
few  days  the  forenefs,  fwelling,  and  every 
other  complaint  vvere  entirely  gone. 

A  continuation  of  this  hiftory  will  be 
{^tvi  hereafter, 

CASE     III. 

Mrs.  W.  was  attended  in  her  labour 
with  her  fifth  child  by  a  humane  and  well- 
informed  accoucheur.  Six  weeks  after  her 
lying  in,  I  wa&  defired  to  fee  her.    She  was 

then 
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then  very  ill,  having  a  quick  and  fmall 
pulfe,  and  an  cedematous  fwelling  of  her 
left  leg  and  thigh,  and  foot.  The  hiftory 
given  me  was,  that  (he  had  had  a  good 
time  in  lying  in ;  that  her  labour  was  na- 
tural, and  that  flie  was  laid  on  her  left  fide  ; 
that  a  week  after  her  delivery  flie  had  a 
fever,  which  went  off  in  a  fortnight ;  that 
her  difcharges  had  been  natural ;  that 
twelve  days  ago  {he  was  feized  with  a  pain 
in  the  left  lide  of  her  belly,  v/hich  had  con- 
tinued in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  ever  fince  ; 
that  for  the  fpace  of  feven  or  eight  days  her 
left  lower  limb  had  been  very  much  fwol- 
len,  the  fwelling  firft  beginning  in  her  foot, 
and  extending  gradually  all  the  way  to  her 
groin.  Purging  and  cooling  micdlcines 
had  been  given  her,  and  to  her  thigh  two 
blifters  had  been  applied,  which  had  pro- 
duced a  plentiful  difchargeof  ferum,  with- 
out leflenins:  the  fwelling. 

There  was  a  confiderable  circumfcribed 
fwelling  and  hardnefs  in  the  left  iliac  re- 
el eion* 
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gion,    and  the   integuments  of   the  limb 
pitted  upon  prejfure. 

As  the  patient  was  very  weak  I  did  not 
advife  leeches,  but  contented  myfelf  with 
recommending  vomiting,  and  a  large  blif- 
ter  to  the  iliac  region. 

Eafe  followed  the  adion  of  the  emetic 
and  the  putting  on  of  the  blifter ;  in  four 
days  the  fwelling,  both  in  the  belly  and 
limb,  was  wholly  removed,  and  (he  had  not 
the  leaft  complaint,  excepting  general 
weaknefs. 


CASE    IV- 

A  woman,  fix  or  {cwtYi  weeks  after lyin^ 
in,  made  application  for  the  relief  of  a 
fwelling  of  one  leg  and  foot.  She  had  a 
hard  circumfcribed  tumour  in  the  correfpon- 
dent  iliac  region.  The  limb  was  ftifF  and 
weak,  but  very  little  painful.  A  mercurial 
plafter  was  applied  over  the  fwelling  in  the 

bgll/, 
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bellv,  and  ihe  took  a  fmall  dofe  of  calomel 
every  night,  and  a  lenient  purge  every 
third  morning.  In  fourteen  days  fhe  was 
perfeGiy  cured. 

The  tumour  in  the  belly  In  this  patient 
was  not  very  fore  v^^hen  prefled  upon,  nor 
very  painful.  I  did  not  expsft  that  it 
would  have  yielded  fo  readily,  as  I  fuppofed 
it  was  becoming  indolent ;  and  it  w^as  my 
intention  to  have  rubbed  mercurial  oint- 
ment UDon  the  leo:. 

J.  o 

Should  it  happen,  however,  that  the  tu- 
mour in  the  belly,  and  the  oedema  of  the 
limb,  continue  obftinate,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  ufe  of  the  mxans  recommended 
above,  as  having  been  found  fuccefsful,  I 
fliould  rub  in  mercurial  ointment  in  con- 
fiderable  quantities  on  the  afFedted  leg  and 
thigh  ;  for  inflance,  two  fcruples  or  a 
drachm  of  the  ointment  prepared  of  equal 
parts  of  quickfilver  and  hog's-lard  every 
night  till  a  flight  fpitting  gave  evidence 
that  the  mercury  had  made  its  way  through 

c  z  the 
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the  lympatics  Into  the  circulation,  and 
give  now  and  then  an  emetic  and  a  purga- 
tive, keeping  however  an  attentive  eye  on 
the  effefts  which  this  procefs  might  pro- 
duce on  the  ftrength  and  conftitution  of 
the  patient,  and  counterafting  them,  if  de- 
trimental, by  opium,  bark,  and  farfaparilla, 
1  am  iiidiiced  to  recommend  thefe  means 
from  the  fuccefs  which  has  attended  them- 
in  complaints  fomewhat  analagous. 

(15.)  Let  it,  however,  be  fuppofed,  that 
we  do  not  fee  the  tumour  in  the  flank  till  it 
be  advanced  to  fuppu ration.  In  that  cafe 
our  pra£lice  wili  be  afFe6ted  by  the  courfe 
which  the  matter  takes;  that  is  to  fay,  we 
muft  adt  accordioo'  to  the  iituation  of  the 
part  at  which  the  pus  makes  a  point.  It 
feems  of  confequence,  hov/ever,  that  we 
fhould  very  accurately  difcriminate  the  ab- 
fcefs  occurring  after  lying  in  from  that  be-» 
ginning  in  the  cellular  fubftance  furround- 
ing  the  pfoas  mufcle,  and  for  the  follow- 
ing reafoDS  :  If  we  open  the  iirft-raentioned 
kind  of  abfcefs,  no  harm  arifes  to  the  pa- 
tient, 
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tient,  but  in  a  moderate  fpace  of  time  fhe 
gets  well ;  whereas  the  opening  of  a  pfoas 
abfcefs  cannot  poffibly  do  her  the  leaft 
fervice,  but,  on  the  contrary,  almoft  al- 
ways haftens  her  death.  The  abfcefs  after 
lying  in  cannot  be  confounded  with  a  ' 
pfoas  cafe,  except  when  the  matter  is  pre-, 
fented  in  the  groin,  or  at  the  bottom  of  the 
belly  ;  and  in  both  thefe  predicaments  a 
careful  inveftigation  will,  I  believe,  enable 
the  furgeon  to  decide  aright. 

That  I  may  be  well  underftood,  I  /hall 
take  the  liberty  of  digreffing,  to  introduce  a 
general  remark  refpedling  abfceffes. 

(16.)  Abfcefles,  or  apoftemes,  are  of 
two  kinds,  thofe  in  which  the  matter  is 
originally  formed  in  or  near  to  the 
fpot  at  which  it  makes  a  point ;  and  fe- 
condly,  thofe  in  which  the  fuppuration 
takes  place  in  one  part,  and  the  matter  in- 
finuating  itfelf  into  the  cellular  fubftance, 
&c.,  makes  its  point  under  the  common  in- 
teguments at  a  fpot  diftant  from  the  ori- 

c  3  ginal 
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ginal  feat  of  it.     The  firft  may  commonly 
be  known  by  the  ufual  circumftances  of 
fuppuratlon  having  taken  place  in  the  pre- 
fent  feat  of  the  matter  ;  fo  that  the  furgeon, 
who  has  an  opportunity  of  obferving  the 
whole  progrefs  of  the  complaint,  will  be 
in  little  danger  of  miftakino;  it  for  an  ab- 
fcefs   of  the  fecond  kind.     But  granting: 
that  the  abfcefs  be  not  fubmitted  to    his 
examination  till  it  be  full  of  matter,  and  the 
matter  has  made  a  point,  ftill,  provided  the 
progrefs  has  not  been  very  rapid,  he  may 
fafely  form  a  conclufion  from  the  condi- 
tion of  the  parts  furrounding  the  feat  of 
the  pus.     In  the  firft  kind  of  abfcefs  they 
will  be  hard  and  thickened,  and  often  fo  far 
cedematous,  as  to  pit  under  the  finger  if 
fomewhat  ftrongly  imprefled.   In  the  latter 
kind  they  will  for  the  moft  part  have  a  na- 
tural feel ;  but  if  tenfe,  they  do  not  give 
the  feel  of  hardnefs  with  thickening,  but 
only  that  of  tightnefs^  or  of  a  part  upon  the 
ftretch.     To  fay  that  the  one  is  a  more  in- 
elaftic  hardnefs  than  the  other,   does    not 
fully  convey  rny  meaning  ;  aiidj  indeed,  it 
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is  often  impoffible  to  communicate  in  words 
the  Ideas  excited  by  the  employment  of  a 
fenfe.  However,  the  diagnoftic  which  I 
have  laid  down  will  not  hold  good  univer- 
fally,  becaufe  it  is  poffible  that  the  matter 
may  make  its  way  from  one  point  to  ano- 
ther at  a  diftancc  fo  rapidly  as  to  excite 
violent  inflammation  in  the  parts  about  the 
latter  ;  and  when  it  fo  happens,  the  nature 
of  the  abfcefs  muft  be  fomewhat  qiaeftion- 
able  ;  but  in  general  it  may  be  judged  of 
in  the  way  which  I  have  propoled.  I  am 
not  making  this  obfervation  as  teaching 
any  thing  to  experienced  furgeons,  but  be- 
caufe it  may  be  ufeful  to  thofe  who  have 
yet  to  bring  the  doftrines  which  they  have 
received  to  the  touchftone  of  experience. 
It  has,  at  leaft,  proved  fo  to  me,  who  have, 
been  enabled  by  it  to  decide  with  a  cer- 
tainty on  the  propriety  of  opening  abfcefles 
in  the  thigh  or  buttock,  which  have  been 
fufpedled  to  have  their  origin  from  the 
ofoas  mufcle  ;  a  decifion  of  fome  confe- 
juence  to  the  fafety  of  the  patient,  and  not 

c  4  unimpor- 
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unimportant  to  the  reputation  of  the  fuf- 


geon. 


Examples  of  the   fecond   kuid   of  ab- 
fceffes,  are  thofe  of  the  hip  or  pfoas. 

I  may  add  another  diagnoftlc,  which  is 
the  degree  of  fenfible  heat  in  the  part  af- 
fected :  in  the  firft  kind  of  abfcefs  the  part 
is,  we  know,  coniiderabiy  hotter  to  the 
touch  than  natural ;  but  in  the  fecond 
kind  the  heat  is  not  much  augmented, 
commonly  not  at  all.  But  this  diagnoftic 
will  not  always  be  good,  becaufe  fcrophu-. 
lous  abfceffes  in  which  the  pus  is  formed 
where  it  makes  the  point,  fometimes  matu- 
rate, with  fcarce  any  increafe  of  fenfible 
heat. 

(17).  When  the  abfcefs  after  lying  in 
points  in  the  groin,  it  will  in  general  be 
eafily  diftinguifhed  from  that  of  the  pfoas 
mufcle,  by  attending  to  what  was  laid 
down  in  16,  for  the  matter  makes  a  point 
at  a  very  fmall  diftance  from'  the  ^  part  in 

which 
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which  it  is  formed,  and  an  accurate  hiftory 
of  the  complaint  may  commonly  be 
learned.  But  if  a  furgeon  has  any  doubt 
about  the  nature  of  an  abfcefs  pointing  in 
the  groin,  it  is  beft  to  leave  it  to  break 
fpontaneoufly  ;  becaufe,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  ill  confequences  of  opening  a  pfoas  ab- 
fcefs will  be  avoided ;  and  on  the  other, 
fuppofing  it  not  to  be  a  pfoas  abfcefs,  no 
injury  will  accrue  to  the  patient  from  the 
delay,  except  fimply  prolonging  of  pain, 
and  fomewhat  protradling  the  cure.  It 
muftnot,  however,  be  underftood  from  this 
advice  to  let  a  pfoas  abfcefs  break  of  itfelf, 
that  I  fuppofe  that  a  cure  will  follow,  leav- 
ing fuch  abfceffes  to  be  opened  by  nature. 
I  know  that  in  general  the  event  will  be 
fatal  under  every  mode  of  treatment,  and 
almofl:  univ  erf  ally  fo,  when  the  matter 
points  at  the  buttock,  or  back  part  of  the 
thigh.  All  I  mean  to  urge  is,  that  upon 
the  whole  the  patient  has  the  beft  chance 
of  a  recovery  from  a  natural  opening  ;  and 
that  at  any  rate  by  waiting  for  fuch  an  oc- 
currence, the  life  of  the    patient  will  be 

pr^ferved 
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preferved  much  longer  than  when  the  mat* 
ter  IS  difcharged  by  the  affiftance  of  a  fur- 
geon. 


CASE     V. 

The  pfoas  abfcefs  does  not  often  pointin 
the  integuments  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
belly*  I  am  not  certain  that  I  have  met 
with  fuch  a  cafe  more  than  once.  The 
abfcefs  was  fufFered  to  break  of  itfelf ;  for 
feme  time  no  material  inconvenience 
feemed  to  follow  ;  but  at  length  rigors,  a 
quick  and  fmall  pulfe,  lofs  of  appetite, 
fweatings,  and  heftics  fever,  with  paralyfis 
of  the  lower  extremities  came  on  ;  and  not- 
withftanding  the  advantage  of  country  air 
and  a  nutritious  diet,  the  patient  was  de- 
ftroyed  in  the  fpaceof  four  months.  When 
I  firft  faw  him,  which  was  fix  weeks  be- 
fore the  burfting  of  the  abfcefs,  there  was 
a  circumfcribed  elevated  fwelling  in  the 
left  iliac  region,  about  four  inches  in  di-^ 
^meter  at  it$  bafe,  having  its  apex  raifed  at 

leaft 
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leaft  two  inches  above  the  furface  of  the 
circumjacent  integuments,  and  probably 
containing  a  fluid.  It  was  not  painful,  lit- 
tle, if  at  all,  fore,  had  no  increafed  heat, 
the  integuments  were  not  difcoloured,  nor 
was  there  any  furrounding  harduefs, 

I  leave  the  reader  to  judge  how  far  in- 
ferences drawn  from  this  fingle  hiftory  will 
afford  a  diagnolis  of  fuch  a  pfoas  abfcefs, 
from  that  arifing  after  lying  in,  if  pointing 
in  the  iliac  region. 


CASE     VI. 

In  cafe,  however,  doubt  fhould  arllc 
about  the  nature  of  the  aooftem,  the  fur- 
geon  will,  for  the  fame  reafons  whiclv 
would  diftate  fuch  a  conduct  in  queftion- 
able  abfcefles  in  the  groin,  leave  the  dif- 
charging  the  pus  to  nature  and  time.  No 
harm  followed  the  doing  fo  in  a  cafe  which 
fell  under  my  notice,  the  patient  recover- 
ing 
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ing  without  difficulty  after  the  burfting  oif 
the  abfcels. 


CASE     VII. 

One  cafe  after  lying  in  I  have  i^tw^  in 
which  the  matter  of  the  ahfcefs  had  made 
its  way  through  the  (kin  both  at  the  groin, 
and  alfo  near  the  great  trochanter.  From 
the  moft  accurate  inveftigation,  it  was  ren- 
dered almoft  certain  that  it  was  neither  a 
pfoas,  nor  a  hip  difeafe,  but  originally  an 
abfcefs  of  an  iliac  gland,  in  which  the  mat- 
ter had  made  its  way  in  the  cellular  fub- 
ftance  along  the  tendon  of  the  iliacus  inter- 
nus,  w^hich  is  inferted  in  the  little  trochan- 
ter. The  complaint  came  on  after  her  firft 
childbcaring.  She  was  in  very  good  health 
when  I  firft  law  her,  notwithftanding  that 
the  drain  was  very  great.  The  leg  and 
thigh  were  weak,  but  not  fwollen.  She 
continued  feveral  weeks  under  my  care 
without  either  amendment,  or  growing 
worfcj   and  at   length   returned  into   the 

country 
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country  to  her  home,  where  (he  died  about 
half  a  year  after  (he  left  the  town  ;  though 
whether  or  not  exhauftcd  by  the  drain  from 
the  ulcers,  or  cut  off  by  any  new  difeafe,  1 
have  not  learned. 

In  this  cafe  early  openings  made  where- 
ever  an  incifion  could  with  fafety  have 
reached  the  matter,  w^ould  probably  have 
rendered  the  complaint  curable.  I  have 
loft  the  minutes  of  her  hiftory,  and  there- 
fore I  decline  giving  in  detail  the  circuin- 
ftances  upon  which  I  grounded  my  opinion 
of  its  nature,  left,  as  I  write  from  me- 
mory, I  ftiould  miftate  any  of  them,  and 
deceive  thofe  who  may  be  inclined  to  give 
credit  to  my  reprefentations  and  fenti- 
irients. 

I  have  faid  nothing  about  the  external 
applications  to  be  made  to  the  tumour  when 
fuppu rating,  becaufe  none  can  be  fuppofed 
ftrangers  to  poultices,  fomentations,  and 
emollient  ointments;  means,  which  fome- 
times  feem  ufeful  in  forwarding  the  ripen- 
ing 
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ing  of  apoflems.  There  is  one  thing,  how-* 
ever,  which  I  fhali  mention,  and  which  I 
think  I  am  juftified  by  experience  in  recom- 
mending, as  preventing  in  a  great  meafure 
the  difagreeeible  effeflis  confequent  to  the 
opening,  whether  by  nature  or  art,  of  large 
abfceffes  ;  and  that  is  a  previous  and  copious 
adminiftration  of  Peruvian  bark,  either  in 
fubftance,  or  in  fome  mode  of  preparation 
more  agreeable  to  the  ftomach  of  the  patient. 
I  fear  I  am  the  firft  in  propofing  this  prac- 
tice ;  but  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  a  ge- 
neral trial  of  it  would  give  it  a  better  fup- 
port  than  my  authority,  ji^^ter  opening 
large  abfceffes,  th^  bark  is,  I  believe,  at 
this  time,  a  common  and  ufeful  remedy  ; 
but  when  rigors,  with  ficknefs,  heat, 
quicknefs  of  pulfe,  &c«,  come  on,  then  the 
continuance  of  the  bark  is,  I  am  perfuaded 
by  obfervation,  not  only  ufelefs,  but  perni- 
cious, fiiotwithftanding  the  prefent  great  de- 
bility of  the  patient.  The  effervefcing 
draughts  of  Riverius,  and  gentle  antifep- 
tic  laxatives,  feem  then  to  be  ufeful,  and  a 

return 
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return  to  the  bark  Is  to  be  allowed  only 
when  the  fymptoms  of  contraftion  abate. 

The  remarks  which  I  have  made  in  this 
digreffion,  though  they  may  not  necefla- 
rily  belong  to  my  fubjefl:,  yet  feem  not  dis- 
tantly related  to  it,  and  almoft  naturally  to 
arifein  the  courfe  of  handling  it. 

(i8).  I  have  fhewn  above  (3  to  7),  that 
the  inflammation  of  one  or  more  of  the 
iliac  glands  may  be  produftive  of,  and  ac- 
companied with,  all  the  efFefts  which  I 
have  defcribed  in  (8  and  9),  and  to  that 
caufe  I  afcribe  thefe  effeds.  It  remains  for 
me  to  fhew  how  fuch  inflammation  may 
be  the  confequence  of  parturition.  I  have 
enumerated  three  accidents,  which  may 
give  occafion  feverally  to  inflammation  of  a 
lymphatic  gland,  namely,  preflure,  the  ap- 
plication of  acrid  matter  brought  to  it  by 
an  abforbent ;  and  thirdly,  inflammation 
continued  from  an  abforbent. 

Whoever  confiders  the  prodigious  force 

with 
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with  which  the  uterus  adis  hibiinguig  for- 
wards and  in  expelling  the  foetus  ;  and  far- 
thermore,  the  force  with  which  the  abdo- 
iijinal  mufcles  aft  in  confent  with,  and  in 
aid  of,  the  contrafting  uterus,  will  be  fenfi- 
ble  that  occafion  may  be  given  toany  of  the 
elFefts  of  preffure  on  parts  lying  between 
the  uterus  and  the  mufcles  of  the  abdo- 
men ;  and  in  that  iituation,  during  part  of 
the  time  employed  in  the  aft  of  labour,  are 
the  external  iliac  glands. 

Secondly,  That  the  difcharges  from  the 
Tagina  and  uterus  after  parturition  fre- 
quently become  highly  acrimonious,  is  a 
well-known  faft.  By  abforbents,  either 
from  the  vagina  or  uterus,  fuch  acrid  fluid 
may  be  taken  up  and  applied  to  the  iliac 
glands,  the  frequent  occurrence  of  an  in- 
flammation of  a  femoral  or  inguinal  gland 
from  acrid  matter  abforbed  from  a  fore  in 
the  leg  or  the  penis,  bears  an  analogy  to, 
and  illuftrates  the  fuppofed  fwelling  of,  an 
iliac  gland  from  fome  offending  matter  ab- 
forbed from  the  uterus  or  vagina, 

CASE 
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CASE     VIII. 

That  to  this  caufe  was  owing  the  glan- 
dular fwelling  in  Mrs.  O.  (Cafe  I.)  I  am 
almoft  affured,  becaufe  in  that  patient  there 
were  the  fuUeft  evidences  of  acrid  and 
morbid  matter  being  carried  into  the  fyf- 
tem.  For  to  fay  nothing  of  the  puerperal 
fever  under  w^hicli  llie  fuffercd,  (and  which 
fever  my  late  efteemed  friend,  Do6tor 
Waldi,  confidered*,  and  proved  to  be  a  pu- 
trid fever  combined  with  a  peritoneal  afFec-» 
tion),  on  the  eighth  day  after  the  fubfiding 

of 

*  See  Walfh  on  the  puerperal  fever. 

Having  had  occafion  to  make  mention  of  this  writer, 
let  the  reader  pardon  me,  if  I  ftep  out  of  my  way  for  2. 
moment,  and  pay  a  juft  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a 
friend. 

Initiated  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  into  the  ftudy  of 
medicine,  he  profecuted  it  with  a  manly  perfeverance 
till  he  qualified  himfelf  for  his  Do6lor's  degree,  which 
he  took  in  Edinburgh  with  great  applaufe  before 
he  attained  to  his  twentieth  year.     In  that  celebrated 

D  fchool. 
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of  the  glandular  tumour,  her  pulfe  again 
grew  quick,  and  fhe  had  a  moft  dreadful 
apthous  affeflion  of  the  fauces  and  throat. 
She  complained  of  pain  in  the  cefophagus, 
and  foon  after  of  ftiffnefs,  forenefs,  and 
roughnefs,  in  her  throat,  as  though  (to  ufe 

fchool,  as  well  as  thofe  of  London,  Paris,  and  Dublin, 
he  availed  himfelf  of  every  advantage  which  could  be 
obtained  by  the  befl-dire6led  purfuits,  and  the  moft  un- 
wearied diligence.  To  a  well-grounded  knowledge  of 
the  different  fubje6ls  conne61:ed  with  his  profeliion,  he 
added  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  polite  and  claffical 
learning. 

When  twenty-four  years  old,  without  either  powerful 
patronage  or  conne6lions,  he  undertook  the  arduous 
talk  of  a  public  teacher  of  Midwifery  in  London,  and 
continued  his  ledlures  till  his  laft  illnefs  with  great  en» 
couragement  and  growing  reputation.  Indeed  fucli 
v/as  the  livelinefs  of  his  imagination,  the  quicknefs  of 
his  perception,  his  (Irength  of  underftanding,  and  per- 
fevering  induftry,  that  had  it  pleafed  Divine  Providence 
to  have  fuperadded  length  of  days,  he  muft  have  ranked 
with  the  brighteft  luminaries  of  the  healing  art.  But 
at  the  age  of  twenty- fiK  he  was  deftroyed  by  a  difeafe^, 
the  confequence  of  dilfedling  a  fubje6l  who  had  died  of 
puerperal  fever  ;  thus  facriiicing  his  life  to  fcience,  and 
to  that  branch  of  it  in  particular,  by  the  improvement 
of  which  he  hoped  and  endeavoured  to  benefit  mankind, 

her 
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her  own  words)  ^^  fhe  had  been  fwallowing 
"  lime."  She  made  the  fame  complaint  of 
her  tongue  and  the  infide  of  her  month  ; 
the  furface  of  thefe  parts  appeared  as  if 
univerfally  ulcerated,  and  was  covered  with 
a  thick  white  fur  ;  the  tongue  in  particular 
was  crafted  very  thick,  and  was  fo  greatly 
fv/ollcn,  that  (he  could  not  articulate. 
Though  her  pulfe  was  quick,  her  Ikin  was 
cool  and  moift.  Having  obviated  coftive- 
nefs,  I  fteamed  the  mouth  and  throat  with 
the  vapour  of  myrrh  and  vinegar,  and  fre» 
quently  wafhed  them  with  tindure  of  rofes 
and  honey,  which,  by  reafon  of  the  ex- 
treme forenefs  of  the  parts  was  as  fharp 
an  application  as  fhe  could  bear :  ihe  took 
freely  and  often  bark  and  fnakeroot  in  wine. 
She  grew  better  under  the  ufe  of  thefe  re- 
medies. The  crufts  feparated  from  the 
furface  of  the  tongue  and  fauces.  The 
fwelling  fubfided,  and  the  forenefs,  and 
every  other  complaint  but  weaknefs,  left 
her  in  a  week.  Is  it  to  be  doubted,  that  in 
this  cafe  the  acrid  matter  which  had  been 
taken  into  the  fyftem,  was  fecreted  again 
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upon  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  tongue 
and  throat  ? 

As  to  the  infiammation  of  an  iliac  gland 
being  a  continuation  of  infiammation  from 
an  inflamed  abforbent,  I  cannot  infift  upon 
the  faft  from  mv  own  obfervatlon,  but  wliat 
I  have  feen  in  other  lymphatic  glands  obliges 
me  to  believe  that  it  may  and  does  exift. 


If  I  am  right  in  my  conjecture,  that 
Mr.  White  has  treated  of  the  fame  morbid 
afFedion  with  that  which  I  have  been  con- 
fidering;,  it  is  but  decent  in  me,  lince  I 
have  laid  down  a  different  doclrine  both 
with  refpe6l  to  its  nature  and  its  manage- 
ment, to  give  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
the  objedions  w^hich  arife  in  my  m.ind  to 
his  theory,  with  fuch  exceptions  as  may 
be  taken  a2:ainft-  that  which  I  have  ad- 
vanced.  ■ 

I  diflfent  from  the  opinion  of  fo  inftruc- 
tive  and  elegant  a  writer,  and  one  fo  greatly 
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my  fuperior  in  profeffional  experience,  with 
the  utmoft  diffidence,  and  only  upon  a 
perfuafion,  that  by  fo  doing  I  may  proba- 
bly promote  the  apparent  end  of  his  la- 
bours, the  advancement,  and  the  diffufion 
of  knowledge. 

Mr.  White  is  of  opinion,  that  the  dif- 
order  is  owing  "-  to  the  child's  head  prefs- 
''  ino-  the  veflel  or  veflels  which  arife  from 

o 

"  one  of  the  lower  extremities,  againft  the 
''  bi-im  of  the  pelvis,  during  a  labour  pain, 
*'  fo  as  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  lymph ; 
''  that  the  number  of  valves  will  effeftu- 
*^  ally  prevent  it  from  regurgitating,  and  if 
*'  the  head  continues  anv  lens;th  of  time  in 
^'  that  fituation,  while  the  lymph  is  driven 
"^  on  through  the  valves  by  the  periftaltic 
*'  contraftion  of  the  coats  of  its  veflels,  by 
''  the  ereat  exertion  of  the  mufcles,  and 
"  the  ftrong  vibration  of  the  inguinal  ar- 
**  terv,  though  its  coats  ihould  be  allowed 
*'  t(5  be  ftronger  than  thofe  of  the  blood- 
'*  veflels,  it  muft  at  laft  burfl:  and  fhed  its 
'^  contents.    When  the  orifice  made  in  the 
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lymphatic  is  healed,  and  the  diameter  of 
the  tube  is  contraftcd  or  totally  clofed  by 
**  the  cicatrix,  the  lymph  is  retained  in  the 
lymphatic  veffels  and  glands  of  the  limb, 
and  labia  pudendi,  and  diftends  them  to 
fuch  a  degree  and  fo  fuddenly,  as  to  oc- 
cafion  great  pain  and  fwelling,  which 
always  begin  in  the  part  next  to  that  in 
^'  which  the  obftruftion  is  formed,  and 
*^  when  the  obftruftion  is  in  part  or  wholly 
^'  relieved,  or  the  lymph  has  found  a  frefh 
**  paffage,  the  part  next  to  it  is  confequently 
^'  relieved." 

Now  in  the  firf!;  place,  I  believe  no  ex- 
periment has  fliewn  that  the  lymphatics  are 
ruptured  in  the  living  body  by  any  other 
accidents  than  thofe  which  deftroy  and  tear 
to  pieces  the  veffels  in  general  of  a  given 
part. 

Working  anatomifts  well  know  that  the 
abforbexits,  even  after  death,  (and  by  the 
privation  of  life  the  ftrength  of  their  coats 
is  very  much  diminifhed,)  will  bear  with- 
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out  burfting  a  weight  of  quickfilver  equal 
in  efFe6l  to  a  far  greater  force  than  I  believe 
any  calculator  will  fuppofe  to  be  exerted  in 
the  propelling  of  the  lymph  from  the  leg 
towards  the  thoracic  dud. 

Secondly,  The  head  of  the  child  in  Its 
defccnt  can  afl:  upon  the  iliac  veffels,  at' 
moft,  but  as  the  pad  of  a  tourniquet  does  upon 
thofe  of  the  upper  or  lower  extremity  ;  for  the 
mufcles  which  lie  upon  and  are  attached 
to  the  offa  ilia,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
generally  fwollen  integuments  which  cover 
the  loofe  and  yielding  bones  of  the  child's 
head  on  the  other  hand,  will  prevent,  at 
ieaft,  a  more  violent  preffure  on  the  trunks' 
of  the  abforbents  within  the  pelvis,  than 
that  which  is  made  upon  the  trunks  of 
the  thigh  or  arm  by  the  hard  pad  of  the 
tourniquet  fqueezing  them  againft  an  al- 
mofh  naked  bone  ;  yet  a  rupture  of  a 
lymphatic  trunk  has  never  been  known, 
nor  even  fufpe£l6d,  to  follow  the  applica- 
tion of  a  tourniquet  on  the  arm  or  thigh. 

P  4  Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  If  I  comprefs  a  lymphatic 
trunk,  I  readily  force  on  its  contents,  if  the 
remaining  part  of  the  road  to  the  thoracic 
dud  be  unobftrudled,  and  then  its  fides  will 
be  fqueezed  together  ;  and  by  reafon  of  the 
thinnefs  of  its  coats,  it  will  in  the  comprefl'ed 
portion  occupy  the  fmalleil:  fpace  imagina- 
ble, fo  that  it  will  hardly  be  ruptured  in 
the  place  in  which  the  preffure  is  made  ; 
and  if  from  the  diftention  of  the  veffel  by 
the  obftrufted  returning  lymph  the  veffel 
muft  be  ruptured  below  the  prefilire,  no 
reafon  can  be  afligned  why  the  breach 
Ihiould  always  be  made  in  one  precife  fpot 
of  the  inferior  portion  of  the  trunk  rather 
than  in  any  other;  for  example,  why  it 
fhould  happen  within  Poupart's  ligament 
rather  than  fomewherein  the  leg  and  thigh. 


Fourthlyj  The  lymph  is  not  gelatinous 
when  circulating  in  the  veffel s  of  the  ex- 
tremities, as  Mr.  White  imagines  it  to  be*. 

It 

^  I  colle£led  nearly  a  teafpoonful  of  a  lymph  from 
^  wound  in  the  leg  of  a  man  who  had  Recently  divided 

a  lym^ 
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It  only  becomes  fo  when  extrav^afated  or 
expofcd  to  the  air ;  when  in  circulation  it 
is  probably  the  thinneft  of  the  known  ani- 
mal fluids.  We  have  no  experiment  to 
prove  that  it  ever  jellies^   unlefs  when  it 

a  lymphatic  trunk,  and  fufiered  it  to  reil  in  a  filvertea- 
fpoon   in  the   open  air   for  tv/enty   minutes,    Faren- 
heit's  thermometer  (landing  at  fifty  degrees,     A  fmall 
portion  was  coagulated  into  a  very  foft  jelly  ;  the  reft  I 
poured  oit,  and  then  expofed  it  in  a  fpoori   heated  by 
the  flame  of  a  candle  till  the  lymph  boiled  \  the  greater. 
part  was  coagulated,  but  there  were   fome  drops  ftilt 
fluid  and  limpid.— The  refult  of  this  experiment  may 
feem  to  contradi(5l  what  the  late  celebrated  and  indefa- 
tigable Mr.  Hewfon  has  faid  refpeding  the  coagulating 
of  lymph  when  difcharged  from  a  wounded  lymphatic  ; 
but  the  difference  may  be  reconciled  by  reHecling  that 
Mr.  Hewfon  fpeaks  of  a  white  fungus  found  under  the 
dreflings,  which  perhaps  had   lain   upon  the    wound 
twenty-four  hours,  and  confequently  had  given  oppor- 
tunity for  the  abforption  or  evaporation  of  the  lefs  co- 
sgulable  and  more  volatile   parts  :  but  the  experiment 
juft  related  was  made  upon  the  fluid,  immedicitely  after 
its  efcape  from  the  wounded  veiTel.     I  thought  it  right 
to  make  this  obfervation,  left  it  fhould  feem  that  I  afFecl 
to  impeach   the    accuracy   cf  that    great  difcoverer's  ' 
communications,  or  treat  lightly  the  memory  of  one 
whofe  afhes  every  friend  to  fcience  muft  treat  with  re- 
yerence, 

has 
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has  been  long  at  reft,  or  expofed  to  the  air. 
Now  were  a  rupture  of  an  external  iliac 
trunk  to  take  place,  either  the  lymph  muft 
for  a  long  time  continue  to  flow  through  the 
wound,  or  by  the  fpeedy  coagulation  of  what 
was  firft  extravafated,  the  farther  efcape  of 
it  muft  be  prevented.  Admitting  the  firft 
propofition,  the  lymph  would  be  dlffufed 
through  the  cellular  fubftance  of  the  abdo- 
men, and  produce  an  univerfal  oedematous 
fwelling  of  the  parietes,  and  in  that  cafe 
the  ill  eiFeftsofpreffu re  would  be  perceived 
immediately  after  parturition  ;  but  if  the 
latter  propofition  be  true,  then  the  lymph 
could  not  efcape  fo  as  to  make  prefllire  on 
any  particular  vifcus,  as  is  fuppofed  by  Mr. 
White,  in  his  remarks  on  Cafe  VL — Vide 
Inquiry,  p.  50. 

Fifthly,  I  have  a  preparation  of  lympha- 
tics which,  being  compreffed  by  a  tumour, 
could  not  tranfmit  the  lymph  ;  the  confe- 
quence  was,  not  that  they  burft,  but  that 
yielding  to  the  impelled  lymph,  they  be-^ 
came  varicofe^  and  fufFered  their  diameters 

to 
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to  be  enlarged  to  the  fize  of  a  crow's  quill; 
and  as  they  grew  larger,  their  coats  feemed 
to  have  thickened.  From  analogy  I  infer, 
that  the  fame  thing  will  happen  when  the 
Jymphatics  are  obftrucSed  by  the  prefllirc  of 
the  uterus  and  its  contents. 

Sixthly,  I  have  feen  the  fwelling  of  tlie 
leg  and  thigh  entirely  removed  in  forty- 
eight  hours  :  now  it  is  highly  improbable, 
nay  almoft  impoffible,  that  the  veflel  which 
had  been  burft,  and  by  the  fubfequent  cica- 
trix had  fufFered  a  contraftion  of  the  fize 
of  its  canal,  or  even  a  clofing  up  of  it, 
fhould  on  a  fudden  be  fo  dilated  as  to  allow 
of  the  ufual  free  tranfmiffion  of  the  before 
obflrucled  lymph.  I  fay  highly  improba- 
ble, becaufe  we  know  how  flowly  and  with 
how  much  difficulty  any  canal  in  the  body 
which  has  undergone  contraftion,  together 
with  alteration  of  ftrufture,  admits  of  dila- 
tation :  and  with  refpeft  to  the  lymph's 
finding  its  way  by  a  new  route,  we  know 
that  minute  veflTels  are  not  fo  quickly  di- 
Jated  as  to  fupply  at  once  the  place  of  large 

trunks. 
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trunks.  But  if  the  diftentioii  of  the  parts 
with  lymph  be  afcrlbed  to  an  obftrudion 
formed  by  an  altered  lymphatic  gland, 
through  which  the  trunk  or  trunks  might 
take  their  way,  then  the  gland  being  re- 
ftored  to  its  natural  condition,  and  the  pref- 
fure  on  the  trunk  being  confequently  re- 
moved, the  lymph  would  find  its  way  as 
'  ufual,  and  the  fwelling  of  courfe  would 
fubfide. 

Seventhly,  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
figs  heca??ie  dropjical  in  confequence  of  Doctor 
Monro'* s  mahng  a  woimd  in  the  thoracic 
duB  *.  Now  the  thoracic  dud  being  the 
erand  canal  into  which  almoft  all  the 
trunks  of  the  abforbents  ultimately  con- 
vev  their  contents,  it  is  as  certain  that  a 
folution  of  its  continuity  muft  be  followed 
by  an  tmiverfal  dropfy,  as  it  is  that  the 
fame  accident  happening  to  a  trunk  com- 
ing from  an  extremity  is  to  be  followed  by 
a  dropfy  of  that  extremity.  But  no  dropfy 
is  obferved   to  follow  the   wound  of  the 

*  Vide  Inquiry,  p.  58, 

tho- 


nfthe  Lower  Extremities.  45 

thoracic  du£l  ;  therefore,  a  wound  in  the 
trunk  coming  from  the  extremity,  admit- 
ting that  a  wound  of  it  does  happen,  is  not 
a  fufficient  caufe  for  producing  the  efFefl:. 
It  muft  not  be  faid  that  no  conclufion  is  to 
be  drawn  from  an  experiment  on  a  brute ; 
for  the  fame  confequences,  as  to  a  fubfe- 
quent  change  of  ftruclure,  follow  wounds 
in  the  veffels  of  quadrupeds  and  of  man.  If 
an  artery  be  wounded  (not  divided)  in  a 
brute,  there  will  be  a  contradion,  and  even 
an  obliteration,  of  its  cavity  ;  and  the  fame 
change  takes  place  if  the  wound  be  inflifted 
on  the  artery  of  the  human  fubjedt. 

Laftly,  This  kind  of  fwelllng  of  the  leg, 
thigh,  and  buttocks,  is  not  peculiar  to 
women  who  have  fufFered  parturition.  I 
have  feen  it  come  on  nearly  in  the  manner 
which  Mr.  White  defcribes,  in  a  perfon 
Avho  had  fuffered  greatly  from  a  retention 
of  urine  and  infiamm^ation  of  the  bladder. 
No  circumfcribed  tumour  could  be  felt  in 
the  iliac  regions,  therefore  it  is  probable  that 
there  was  a  fwelling  of  the  internal  iliac 

glands 
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glaiids  excited  by  fome  acrid  matter  ab- 
forbed  from  the  bladder.  The  dlfeafe  was 
cured  bv  frifiioiis  of  mercurial  ointment 
on  the  extremities.  In  this  cafe  it  was 
certain  that  no  prefllire  could  have  been  ap- 
plied fufficient  to  rupture  the  lymphatic 
trunks  ;  and  the  mode  of  cure  incrcafcs 
the  probability  that  the  fweliing  of  the  ex- 
tremities w^as  occalioned  by  a  glandular  af- 
fection. 


It  is  eafier  to  raife  objedlions  to  the  doc- 
trine of  another  man,  than  to  eftablifli  a  dif- 
ferent one  by  fatisfadlory  experiments  and 
realbnings.  I  dare  not  affirm  that  the 
complaint  is  never  produced  in  the  mann'er 
Mr.  White  has  fuppofed  it  to  be  ;  but  the 
foregoing  review  of  the  fubje6l  obliges  me 
to  fufped  that  in  general  it  arifes  from  ano- 
ther can  fe.  How  far  I  ought  to  fuppofe 
that  I  have  convinced  the  reader  that  I  am 
right,  tlic  partiality  with  which  every  man 
views  his  own  opinion  renders  me  unfit  to 
judge ;  but  I  am  free  to  own,  that  to  me 
this  doc:lrine  feems  to  want  little  additional 

evi- 
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evidence,  except  that,  which  I  hope  never 
to  obtain,  the  evidence  of  dlffedlion.  In- 
deed the  probability  of  its  truth  is  increafed 
by  a  careful  perufal  of  the  cafes  which 
Mr.  White  has  publifhed.  In  almoft  every- 
one of  which  the  pain  is  defcribed  to  have 
begun  in  the  belly,  in  the  fmall  of  the  back, 
and  in  the  groin  *.  In  the  fixth  cafe  the 
patient  is  exprefsly  faid  to  be  feizcd  with 
an  acute  pain  and  fwelling  In  the  belly  on 
the  right  fide.  In  the  eleventh  cale  the 
pain  began  in  the  belly.  In  the  twelfth, 
in  the  fmall  of  the  back,  and  the  left  fide, 
and  extended  to  the  groin.  In  the  thir- 
teenth, "  feized  with  pain  In  the  lower 
*'  part  of  the  belly  above  the  groin.'* 

The  admitting  of  the  caufe  to  which  I 
have  afligned  the  effefts  I  have  defcribed, 
enables  us  to  account  for  the  variation  in 
the  times  at  which  the  complaint  com- 
mences after  child  birth,  and  to  explain  why 
it  Ihould  in  fome  inftances  come  on  in 
forty-eight  hours  after  delivery ;  in  others, 

*  Vide  White's  Inquiry. 

not 
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not  till  after  feven  or  eight  days,  or  at  any 
intervening  or  fubfequent  period  :  for  ex- 
ample, fhould  the  diforder  begin  at  an  early 
period,  we  may  irnpute  it  to  the  bruife  and 
confequent  fwelling  of  an  iliac  gland  ;  if 
late,  to  the  abforption  of  acrid  matter,  or 
inflammation  in  a  lymphatic  being  con-^ 
tinned  to  and  producing  a  fimiiar  condition 
in  a  lymphatic  gland.  But  whether  or  not 
the  theory  of  the  difeafe  be  good,  I  have 
every  conviction  which  the  degree  of 
experience  poffefied  by  me  can  afford, 
that  the  practice  I  have  recommended  in 
the  management  of  it  is  ufeful.  How- 
ever that,  whilft  I  endeavour*  to  inform 
my  reader,  I  may  not  lead  him  into  any 
mode  of  pradlice,  w^hich  may  be  perni- 
cious to  his  patient,  let  me  caution  him, 
that  iliould  he  in  any  cafe  think  the  mer- 
curial friftion  a  proper  remedy,  he  will, 
before  he  proceeds  to  the  trial  of  it,  con- 
lider  the  probable  effefts  of  mercury  on  his 
patient's  conftitution,  and  what  fecretions 
or  difcharges  fhe  may  have  at  the  time, 
and  ihe  advantage  or  difadvaatage  of  a  re- 
medy 
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medy   which    maj    increafe   or    diminifh 
them. 

The  efficacy  of  vomiting  in  the  abating 
of  local   inflammation,  and  the  promoting 
of  abforption,  has  been  fully  proved  by  ex- 
perience ;  and  the  fafety  vv^ith  which  eme- 
tics may  be  adminiftered  to  women  in  child- 
bed, when  circumftances  indicate  their  ufe^ 
practitioners   have   not  now  to  learn.     No 
other  means  with  which  we  a^e  acquainted 
appear  fo  certainly  to  check  the  violence, 
and  remove  the  danger  of  the  puerperal 
fever  ;  and  I  have  i^tii  the  fame  remedy  in 
a  moft  deplorable  cafe  put  an  end  to  con- 
vuliions  fucceeding  to  delivery.     Extreme 
wxaknefs  or  difeafed   vifcera  will  form  the- 
principal  and,  perhaps,  the  only  objedtions 
to  its  employment  *. 

*  See  Appendix,  page  the  lafl. 
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X  HE  foregoing  pages  were  prepared  for 
the  prefs  nearly  two  years  ago;  but  I  with- 

.  held  them  from  the  eye  of  the  public,  in 
the  firft  place,  becaufe  I  was  doubtful  of 
the  importance  of  the  fubjeft  ;  and  in  the 
fecond,  becaufe  I  feared  that  the  exe- 
cution of  my  undertaking  had  not  even 
done  the  fubjeft  juftice.  However,  the 
interval  between  the  committing  of  my  fen- 
timents  to  writing  and  the  prefent  hour,  has 

■*  added  fomewhat  to  my  experience,  which, 
with  the  obfervations  drawn  from  it,  has 
rendered  me  more  capable  of  judging  how 
far  the  difeafe  itfelf  is  an  objed  worthy  of 
particular  inveftigation ;  how  far  fome  of 
the  conjedures  I  have  made  are  confirmed 
by  fads  ;  and  how  far  the  method  of  cure 
which  I  have  propofed  is  promifing  of  fuc* 
cefs. 

Bur 
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But  under  thefe  circumftances  it  may  be 
faid,  that  I  Ihould  have  caft  my  work  anew, 
and  interwoven  with  the  body  of  it  what 
additional  information  I  think  myfelf  able 
to  afford.  Had  I  abounded  in  leifure,  I 
(hould  not  have  given  occafion  for  fuch  aii 
objeftion.  But  duties  of  a  fuperior  import- 
ance oblige  me,  in  this  inftance,  to  be  fome- 
what  inattentive  to  my  reputation  as  an 
author.  Indeed,  whoever  confiders  the 
manifold  engagements  of  a  country  prafti^ 
tioner,  and  how  unfavourably  he  is  for  the 
moft  part  firuated  for  receiving  that  affift- 
ance  from  others,  which  refidents  in  the 
metropolis  can  fo  eafily  obtain,  will  not 
condemn  the  plan  which  I  have  adopted  as 
originating  in  floth  or  careleffnefs,  or  aa 
unpardonable  difregard  to  the  opinion  pf 
the  public,. 


CASE     IX. 

Mrs.  r ,  aged  twenty-five,  was  delir 

vered,  under  the  care  of  a  midwife,  after  a 

E  %  natural 
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natural  labour  of  four  hours  duration,  De- 
cember  I,    1790,  lying   on  her  left  fide. 
The  lochia]  flux  after  delivery  was  copious ; 
latterly  it  was  very  often  five.     It   was  her 
firll:  child.     The  fubfequent  night  fhe  was 
fick  and  vomited  ;  and  her  puking  returned 
the  next  morning,  but  then  ceafed.    A  few 
hours  .after  her  labour  fhe  became  afFefled 
with  heat,  thirft,  and  naufea  ;  and  thefe  fe- 
brile   fymptoms   were  continuing    at  the 
time  I.faw  her.     On  the  tenth  day  fhe  was 
feized  with  a  violent  pain  m  the  back  part 
cf  the   calf  of  the    left  leg-,    fhe   likev^ife 
perceived  great  ftifFnefs  in  the  groin,  but  is 
not  certain  that  any  I  welling  had  arifen  in 
that  part  before  the  24th  day.     Both  legs 
became  tumid;   the  fwelling  of  the  right 
leg,  however,  foon  fubfided.     On  the  24th 
file  perceived  grcat  pain  in   her  left  thigh 
and  groin,  and  there  was  a  fwelling  of  the 
extremity,  and  feemingly  fome  fuinefs  In 
the  flank* 

On  the  27th  (*ay  after  her  lying  in  I 
firft  faw  her.     Her  complaints  were  head- 

ach, 
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ach,  thirft,  a  difagreeable  tafte,  total  lofs  of 
appetite,  and  pain  in  the  loins.  Her  pulfe 
was  frequent,  foft  and  fmall,  (i  20),  her  ftin 
dry  and  too  hot,  her  habit  was  emaciated, 
her  tongue  was  dry,  though  not  furred  ;  (he 
had  a  cough  without  expedloratlon,  her 
nights  were  fleeplefs.  A  conftant  pain  af- 
fefted  the  left  iliac  region,  increafed  con- 
fiderably  by  coughing,  and  to  an  exquifite 
degree  by  external  prefiure.  A  circumfcribed 
hard  tumour  in  that  region  was  perceptible 
both  to  the  patient  and  to  myfelf.  The 
femoral  lymphatic  glands  were  fore  and  tu- 
mid; the  leg  and  thigh,  even  to  the  buttock, 
were  greatly  fwollen  ;  the  integuments 
were  of  a  whitifh  hue,  and,  efpecially  on 
the  infide  of  the  thigh,  were  fore  d.nA pitting 
upon  prejfure.  The  palenefs  of  her  lips  added 
to  h^r  general  appearance  of  a  perfon  worn 
out  by  difeafe.  Five  leeches  were  appUed 
to  the  Ikln  lying  over  the  tumour  in  the 
flank  ;  and  after  the  bleeding  had  ceafed,  a 
large  bliftering  plafter  was  laid  on  the  lame 
part.  Vomiting  was  excited  by  fmall  dofes, 
repeated   after  proper  Intervals,  of  em.etic 

E  3  Tartar 
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Tartar  and  Ipecacuhana.  After  this  a  mix- 
ture of  Mindererus's  fpirlt^  fymp  of  white 
popies,  and  barley  water,  was  given  her 
once  in  four  hours^ 

twenty-eighth^  her  fufFerings  in  general 
Were  relieved,  and  the  forenefs  in  the 
groin  was  much  leffened*  The  integu- 
tnents  of  the  leg  and  thigh  were  pundured 
in  feveral  places  with  a  lancet ;  pellucid 
lymph  as  thin  as  water ^  and  which  did  not  co^- 
agulate^  flowed  freely  from  the  little  wounds* 

In  the  evening  the  general  fwelliiig  Wag 
evidently  diminiihed.  She  ftill  complained 
of  a  difagreeable  tafte ;  therefore  vomiting 
was  repeated  ;  and  her  bowels  not  being 
lax,  a  draughty  confifting  of  rhubarb,  mag- 
nefia,  and  barley  water^  was  afterwards 
taken, 

^hirty^firji  day.  She  began  yeftefday  to 
take  the  faline  mixture  in  the  ftate  of  efFer- 
vefcence.  The  leeches  were  this  day  again 
to  the  iliac  region j  and  a  fecond 

blifter 
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bliiler  was  ordered  to  follow  them.  Two 
grains  of  calomel  and  one  of  opmm  were 
now  taken  every  night. 

I'hirty -fourth.  She  took  a  purging  draught. 

T'h'irtyffth.    The  fwelling  is  greatly  re- 
duced. 

thirty  fxth.  The  extremity  was  found 
again  to  be  very  much  fwollen,  and  there 
was  a  return  of  pain  both  in  the  limb  and 
in  the  flank.  She  had  no  fleep  the  lafl: 
night.  She  has  perceived  fome  pain  in  the 
calf  of  her  other  leg.  Pulie  upwards  of 
1 20.  I  now  again  made  feveral  pun£lures 
in  the  leg,  and  the  pofterior,  and  inner  part 
of  the  thigh  ;  and  perfuaded  of  the  obfti- 
nacy  of  the  obftruftion  to  the  return  of  the 
lymph,  I  refolved  to  make  a  trial  of  mer- 
curial friilions  agreeably  to  what  theory 
had  led  me  to  propofe  in  page  the  19th. 
Quickiilver  one  fcruple,  carefully  mixed 
with  two  fcruples  of  ftale  hog's  lard,  was 
diredted  to  be  well  rubbed  into  the  leg  and 

E  4  thigh 


^6  j^n  EJfay  on  the  Swelling 

thigh  every  night ;  and  at  the  fame  time  (he 
took  an  opiate  draught,  containing  thirty 
drops  of  laudanum. 

thirty 'feventh,  ■  The  punftures  have 
plentifully  difcharged  lymph,  the  pain  is 
leffened,  and  the  puife  is  flower. 

Thirty-ninth.  The  fwelling  Is  daily  lef^ 
fening.  Pulfe  loo.  No  pain.  A  little 
vomiting  and  purging  came  on  this  morn- 
ing. The  quantity  of  quickiilver  was  in« 
creafed  to  half  a  draciim. 

Fortieth,  She  had  a  fevere  attack  of 
cholera  morbus.  The  ufe  of  the  ointment 
was  fufpended. 

Forty-fifth,  The  fvvelling  of  the  limb  is 
again  increafmg ;  the  afted:ions  of  her 
ftomach  and  bowels  are  relieved.  Let  her 
return  to  the  ufe  of  the  mercurial  ointment. 

Forty-eighth,  The  fwelling  is  fubfiding 
tolerably  faft  ;  to  haften  tK|'  ^reduflioa, 
hpwever,  I  ordered  her  another  ern^tic. 
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Fifty-fourth.  Her  mouth  is  very  fore, 
her  gums  are  fwoUen,  and  (he  fpits  plenti- 
fully. The  fwelling,  except  in  the  fmail 
of  the  leg,  the  ankle,  and  foot,  is  removed. 

Sixfjefh  day.  She  was  yefterday  feized  fud- 
denly  with  a  violent  pain  in  the  right  thigh 
near  the  groin.  The  femoral  glands  are 
fwoUen  and  fore,  and  there  is  great  fore* 
nefs  and  fome  hardnefs  in  the  courfe  of  the 
lymphatic  trunks  in  that  thigh  and  leg. 
The  extremity  is  generally  fwollen,  and 
the  leg  and  foot  are  efpecially  oedematous. 
The  frequency  of  the  pulfe  is  increafed. 

Stxty-firjl,  The  fwelling  being  this  day 
increaied,  and  the  forenefs  and  tumefac- 
tion of  the  glands  being  w^orfe,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  apply  leeches  to  the  in- 
lide  of  the  thigh  near  the  groin,  andafter- 
v/ards  a  blifter.  The  ointment  had  been 
omitted  three  or  four  nights  ;  but  new  re- 
courfe  was  again  had  to  it,  and  the  dofe  was 
divided  between  the  two  legs.  Pundures 
were  made  in  the  right  limb,  and  followed 
4  by 
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by  the  ufual  dilcharge  of  lymph.    She  takes 
one  grain  of  opium  every  night. 

Seventy -fecond  day.  All  her  complaints 
are  gone,  excepting  weaknefs  and  forenefs 
of  her  mouth.  She  omitted  the  ointment ; 
and  by  the  affiftance  of  the  Peruvian  bark, 
and  other  ftrenpthenin^  means,  fhe  reco- 
vered  her  health.  She  crave  fuck  to  her 
child  (which  lived  and  was  healthy)  du- 
ring the  whole  oi  her  illnefs,  excepting 
two  or  three  days  In  the  former  part  of  it, 
when  the  fecretion  by  the  breafts  was  nearly 
fnfpended, 

CASE    X 

— —  P.,  aged  twenty-fix,  after  a  tedious 
labour  of  three  days  continuance,  was  deli- 
vered, under  the  hands  of  a  midwife,  of 
twins  lying  on  her  left  fide,  January  14, 
1791,  it  being  her  fecond  lying  in.  She 
was  tolerably  well  till  the  tenth  day,  when 
a  fhivering  feized  her,  fucceeded  by  the 
ufual  fymptoms  of  fever,  and  great  fore- 
nefs 
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liefs  of  the  abdomen*.  The  fifteenth  day 
her  milk,  which  had  hitherto  been  freely 
fecreted,  left  her  fuddenly  ;  and  this  cir- 
cumftance  v/as  followed  by  a  violent  pain 
in  the  loins,  W'hich  foon  extended  to  the 
left  iliac  region.  The  latter  became  ex- 
tremely fore,  and  foon  was  occupied  by  a 
circumfcribed  tumour,  nearly  as  large  as  a 
child's  head* 

The  fequel  to  this  was  a  fwelling  in  the 
tapper  part  of  the  thigh,  which  gradually 
extended  itfelf  to  the  legj  and  at  length  to 
the  foot.  The  tumour  in  the  flank  de- 
creafed  as  that  of  the  extremity  increafed. 
The  limb  has  pitted  under  prejjure  almoft 
from  the  beginning.  It  has  been  generally 
hot  in  the  night,  and  cold  in  the  day  lime« 
It  continues  of  nearly  the  fame  fize,  whe- 
ther the  patient  fits  up>  or  lies  in  bed.  The 


*  The  frequent  occurrence  of  this  accident  previous 
to  the  fwelling  of  the  lower  extremity,  has  given  occa- 
fion  to  the  hypothcfis  that  the  diforder  is  owing  to  the 
metaftafis  of  the  milk,  and  to  the  name,  uf«d  b)^  ibmc 
perfons,  of  wdemu  laSleum^ 

limb 
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limb  is  little  altered  in  fize  from  within  a 
few  days  after  the  commencement  of  its 
fwelling.  She  has  had  frequent  pain  and 
continual  forenefs  in  the  left  flank,  efpeci- 
ally  in  the  night  feafon,  and  when  the  limb 
is  hot.  She  had  a  mofl:  violent  head-ach 
during  the  fever,  which  has  left  her  fome 
time. 

This  was  the  account  given  me  on  the 
forty 'fecond  day,  w^hen  I  firft  faw  her. 
March  3,  her  pulfe  is  foft  and  fmall,  about 
96  ;  her  tongue  clean  ;  her  appetite  has  re- 
turned, in  fome  degree,  for  nearly  a  fort- 
night. The  deficiency  of  her  milk  con- 
tinues. The  left  iliac  region  is  frequently 
painful,  is  always  fore  when  preffed,  is  hard 
and  tenfe,  but  I  cannot  perceive  any  cir- 
cumfcribed  tumour.  The  limb  is  free 
from  pain,  except  at  night.  In  the  courfc 
of  the  principal  lymphatic  trunks  on  the 
infide  of  the  thigh,  and  efpecially  juft  above 
the  ham,  there  is  great  forenefs  and  more 
hardnefs  than  elfe where  in  the  extremity. 
She  has  been  coftive  two  days.     I  mado 

feveral 
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feveral  piinftures  in  the  leg  and  foot,  and 
lymph,  as  defcribed  in  the  laft  cafe,  was 
copioufly  poured  out  from  them :  the  leg 
was  then  covered  with  cabba2:e  leav^es. 
Eight  leeches,  and  afterwards  a  blifter,  were 
applied  by  miflake  of  the  nurfe  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  inlide  of  the  thigh  inftead  of 
the  flank.  Eafe  fpeedily  followed  the  bleed- 
ing by  the  leeches.  A  vomit  was  given  in 
the  evening,  and  a  purge  the  next  morning. 

Forty-fourth  day.  The  limb  is  already 
very  much  reduced  in  fize.  The  pain  is 
entirely  gone,  and  the  forenefs  is  removed 
from  the  iliac  region ;  nor  is  there  much 
forenefs  in  the  thigh,  excepting  that  occa- 
fioned  by  the  blifter. 

Forty -fifth,  A  confAderable  degree  of 
forenefs  is  com.e  en  a  little  above  the  ham 
on  the  infide  of  the  thigh.  Six  leeches 
were  there  applied. 

Forty-fixth.  The  emetic  and  purge  were 
repeated. 

Forty" 
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Forty-eighth,  The  forenefs  is  nearly- 
gone,  but  the  fwelling  of  the  limb  for  a 
day  or  two  has  been  ftationary, 

Forty-nmih.  Let  half  a  drachm  of  mer- 
curial ointment  be  rubbed  into  the  les:  and 
thigh  every  night.  She  purfued  the  ufe  of 
the  ointment  for  feven  days.  Her  mouth 
was  then  flightly  afFeQed  ;  the  fwelling  of 
the  limb  was  gone.  She  flayed  under  my 
care  a  few  days  longer,  and  then  was  dif- 
charged  in  perfeft  healthy 


CASE    XL 

Mrs.P.  on  the  2 1  ft  day  after  the  delivery  of 
her  fourth  child  by  a  natural  and  eafy  la- 
bour, and  thirteenth  after  the  cefiation  of 
a  flight  puerperal  fever,  complained  to  me, 
that  for  two  days  paft  flie  had  found  her- 
,  felf  indifpofed,  and  that  flie  obferved  her 
ri2:ht  leg  and  foot  were  fwollen,  that  flic 
had  pain  in  the  calf  of  the  leg,  and  a  ge- 
jDerai  weakiiefs  in   thp  limb,  and  a  pain, 

though 


\ 
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though  not  conftant,  in  the  right  fide  of  her 
beliy.  Upon  examination  of  the  leg  and 
foot,  they  were  found  to  be,  as  fhe  defcribed 
them,  1  woollen  and  oedematous  ;  the  calf  of 
the  leg  was  hard  and  fore  to  the  touch. 
The  r/ght  iUac  region  was  painful  under 
prcffure,  and  in  that  part  there  was  a  circum- 
Icribed  fwelling  and  hardnefs.  Her  pulfe 
was  frequent,  and  fhe  was  rather  hot  and 
thirfty.  She  was  delivered  on  her  left  (ide, 
Auguft  1 4th.  Let  her  take  an  emetic,  and 
let  the  right  iliac  region,  and  the  corref- 
ponding  leg  and  foot,  be  covered  thick  with 
bathed  cabbage  leaves.  15th.  The  hard- 
nefs and  forenefs  in  the  calf  are  very  much 
abated.  The  complaints  in  the  flank  and 
xhe  ham  are  removed.  i8th,  She  has  no 
indifpofition,  except  general  weaknefs.. 


From  a  letter  with  which  I  was  favoured 
by  Mr.  Taylor  of  Uootten  Undcredge,  an 
ingenious  and  obfervanc  accoucheur,  in  very 
extenfive  pr^dipe,  I  extract  the  following 
hiftories; 

CASE 
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CASE    XII. 

**  la  the  fummer  of  the  year  1784  I 
**  attended  a  middle-aged  woman,  who  had 
"  a  very  extenfive  fuppuration  of  the  leg 
*'  from  the  ham  to  the  heel,  fubfequent  to, 
**  and  in  confequence  of,  an  oedematous 
**  fwellmg  of  the  extremity  after  lying  in.' 

CASE    XIIL 


Mrs,  Re,  aged  thirty-fix,  in  the  month 
of  Augiift,  1788,  a  few  days  after  a 
laborious  labour,  complained  of  an  acute 
pain  in  the  inguinal  glands  of  the  right 
**  iide,  with  fome  fulnefs  of  the  thigh,  and 
*'  extreme  pain,  which  feemed  increaiing. 
**  The  ufe  of  antimonial  medicines,  and  a 
camphorated  application  to  the  part,  im- 
mediately leffened,  and  in  a  fliort  time 
removed  the  pain.  The  tenfion  left  the 
parts^  afFe£ted,  and  the  patient  got  well. 

"  January 


i6 
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**  January  the  firft,  1 79 1,  the  lame  per- 
fon,  fix  weeks  after  the  birth  of  her 
third  child,  by  an  eafy  and  natural  la- 
bour, was  again  attacked  with  pain  in  the 
inguen  of  the  fame  fide,  fucceeded  by  a 
confiderable  oedematous  enlar2;ement  of 
the  whole  extremity.  I  did  not  fee  her 
till  the  difeafe  had  continued  three  days. 
The  pain  had  left  the  groin,  but  the  pa- 
tient's fufFerings  were  excruciating  from 
the  diftenfion  of  the  whole  limb.  Fric- 
tion w^ith  and  without  camphorated  oil, 
and  fomentations  of  poppy  heads,  with 
an  occafional  recourfe  to  opium  given 
Internally,  were  the  remedies  employed  ; 
but  more  than  a  fortnight  elapfed  before 
the  violence  of  the, complaint  abated,  and 
five  weeks  were  required  before  fhe  was 
fufficiently  well  to  have  recovered  any 
confiderable  ufe  of  her  leg.*' 


CASE     XIV. 


*'  Mary  C,    a   woman  of  an  uncom- 
"  monly  robuft  conftitution,  after  the  birth 
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**  of  her  tenth  child,  had  an  oeddmatous 
**  fwelHng  of  one  of  her  lower  extremi- 
*'  ties,  which  was  very  painful,  and  very 
*'  tedious  of  cure ;  fhe  was  confined  by  it 
'*  at  leaft  two  months. 

'*  In  all  thefe  cafes  the  uterine  difcharges 
^'  and  the  fecretion  by  the  breafts  were  free 
'*  and  unobftruded." 


CASE    XV 


a 

a 


.H.,  of  an  healthy  conftltution,  and 
middle  age,  on  the  fifth  of  June,  1791^ 
the  thirteenth  day  after  an  eafy  and  ex- 
peditious delivery  of  a  living  child,  and 
on  the  tenth,  and  af  the  decline  of  a 
puerperal  fever,  was  feized  with  a  moft 
excruciating  pain  in  the  right  inguen, 
darting  to  the  labium  pudendi  of  the 
fame  fide,  and  to  the  middle  and  infide 
of  the  thigh,  in  the  flefhy  part  of  which 
*'  a  tumour  was  diftinftly  felt,  which  I 
fuppofed  to  be  an  enlarged  gland.  It  v\  as 

exqui- 
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"  exquifitely  fenfible  to  the  touch.  The 
''  Ikin  of  the  thigh  was  white,  glofly,  and 
*'  would  not  yield  in  the  leaft  to  prefllire, 
"  and  feenned  abfolutely  incapable  of  far- 
*^  ther  difteniion  without  burfting.  Its 
''  bulk  obliged  the  patient  to  keep  the  other 
"  thigh  as  nearly  in  a  right  line  with  the 
body  as  poffible.  Below  the  knee  the 
fwelling,  though  great,  was  not  in  pro- 
portion, either  in  fize  or  hardnefs,  to  that 
"  of  the  thigh,  and  towards  the  ankle  it 
retained  the  impreffion  of  the  finger. 
There  was  no  perceptible  fulnefs  in  the 
groin,  though  the  patient  had  a  fenfe  of 
tightnefs  in  that  part.  The  labium  pu- 
*'  dendi  was  fwbllen,  and  a  pain  in  the  back 
"  came  on  this  day.  The  lochia  and  milk 
*'  had  been  fupprefied  during  the  continu- 
"-  ance  of  the  puerperal  fever,  but  were 
'^  now  returned  in  moderate  quantities ; 
"  and  the  new  complaint  had  not  made 
*'  any  alteration  in  either  of  them. 

*'  The  poor  woman,  who  was  barely  fafe 
"  from  the  danger  of  peritonitis,  and  with- 

F  2  "  out 
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**  out  ftrength  enough  even  to  fit  up  in 
"  bed,  feemed  unable  to  bear  up  againft 
**  this  frefh  load  of  difeafe,  and  its  accom- 
*'  panying  torture,  which  was  fo  great  that 
**  fhe  declared  the  pains  of  her  labour  to 
have  been  trifling  compared  to  her  pre- 
*  fent  fufferings-  Her  pulfe  was  feeble, 
and  frequent  (120),  her  Ikin  hot  and 
dry  ;  fhe  had  frequent  faintings.  In  the 
evening  fix  leeches  were  applied  to  thp 
tumefied  gland  in  the  thigh,  an  oily  cam^ 
phorated  application  rubbed  over  the 
^*  whole  extremity,  and  Ihe  took  an  opiate. 

**  7th,  The  leeches  had  drawn  away  a 
^*  quantity  of  blood.  The  pain  was  much 
*'  lefs  fevere.  The  glandular  tumour  in 
*'  the  thigh  was  removed,  though  the  ge- 
*^  neral  fwelling  of  the  extremity  con- 
**  tinned  ;  fhe  had  had  fome  refrefhing 
*'  fleep.  The  camphorated  application  was 
*^  continued,  and  the  opiate  repeated.' 
**  8th,  fhe  had  a  refllefs  night,  her  pain  is 
"  increafed,  -as  well  as  the  fenfe  of  tight- 
**  nefs  in  the  groin,  and  the  labium  pu- 
2  '*  dendi 
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dendi  is  very  fore  to  the  touch.  Six 
leeches  *were  applied  to  the  groin  ;  the 
bleeding,  which  was  copious,  gave  im- 
mediate eafe :  the  opiate  was  repeated  at 
"  bedtime.  9th,  The  ^zntnt  appeared  a 
new  creature  ;  fhe  had  pafled  a  comfort- 
able night  in  refreihing  fleep  ;  her  pulfe 
was  greatly  diminifhed  in  frequency  and 
increafed  in  ftrength,  and  the  limb  was 
reduced  to  nearly  half  its  bulk. 


«4 


"  From  this  time  there  was  no  return  of 
pain.     In  a  week  the  extremity  had  re- 
turned to  its  natural  condition,  and  the 
'  patient  gradually   recovered  her  health 


a 


and  ftrength." 


The  reader  is  now  in  pofleiEon  of  the 
principal  fads  which  I  had  to  adduce  rela- 
tive to  the  fubjedl  of  the  foregoing  eflay. 
Let  him  extend  his  patience  to  me,  while  I 

F  3  briefly 
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briefly  review  what  I  have  written,  and  I 
will  endeavour  to  do  it  with  impartialitjj^. 
I  have  confidered  the  proximate  caufe  of 
the  fwelling  to  be  feated  in  the  lymphatic 
Hands.  I  will  not  contend  that  it  muft  be 
fo  univerfally^  becaufe  there  is  a  probability 
that  the  orisiinal  leat  of  obftruftlon  and  m- 
flammation  may,  in  fome  inftances,  be  in 
the  principal  trunks  of  the  abforbents  with- 
in the  pelvis,  independent  of,  and  abftrafted 
from,  the  iliac  glands  ;  in  which  cafe  the 
inflammation  may  be  continued  along  the 
abforbent  veiiels  downwards,  that  is,  to- 
wards the  labia  pudendi,  leg,  &c.,  as  v^^ell 
as  upwards,  or  towards  the  thoracic  duft. 

I  have  many  times  feeri  an  inflammation 
of  the  lymphatics  brought  on  by  acrid  mat- 
ter abforbed  from  an  ulcer  in  the  middle  of 
the  leg,  extend  to  the  foot  as  well  as  to  the 
knee ;  and  here  the  foot  has  become  very 
much  fwoUen,  though  there  was  no  gland 
miaterially  enlarged,  either  in  the  hamo  rin 
the  thigh.  In  Cafe  the  fifteenth,  it  is  men- 
tioned, that  there  was  no   perceptible  ful- 

nefs 
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nefs  in  the  groin ;  it  is,  however,  faid,  that 
the  patient  complained  of  a  great  tightnefs, 
which  fhewed  the  veflels  to  be  in  an  unna- 
tural ftate.  Admitting  this  opinion  to  be 
true,  the  remote  caufe  may  ftill  be  fought 
for  in  preflure,  in  the  prefence  of  abforbed 
acrimonious  matter,  or  in  inflammation 
continued  from  fomeabforbent  to  the  trunk 
or  trunks.  The  phenomena  confequent 
to  the  inflammation  of  the  trunks  will  be 
the  fame,  whether  it  begin  immediately  in 
the  trunks  themfelves,  or  primarily  in  the 
glands  through  which  they  pafs ;  fo  that 
no  material  alteration  is  made  in  the  theory 
which  I  have  advanced.  My  own  experi- 
ence, however,  does  not  prove  that  this 
opinion  of  the  inflammation  beginnincr  in 
the  trunks  themfelves  is  founded  in  fa£l ; 
but  I  have  propofed  it,  becaufe  I  would  not 
prefume  that  what  I  have  not  niet  with  does 
not  happen,  when  the  fuppofed  circum- 
ftance  is  anywife  agreeable  to  phyfiological 
experiments  and  reafonings,  or  to  what  we 
have  learned  from  analogy.  But  1  believe 
it  is  unneceflary  for  me  to  point  out  the 

F  4  mate- 
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material  difference  between  this  theory  of 
the  difeafe,  even  as  it  Hands  with  the  alte- 
ration or  addition  jiift  now  made,  and  that 
founded  upon  the    proportion  '^  that  the 
''  trunks  are  ruptured  in  labour,  and  Ihed 
^'  their  contents    in  the    abdomen ;    that 
"  their  canal  is  contraded  in  its  dimen- 
fionsv  or  even  is  obliterated  by  the  healing 
of  the  wounds  made  by  the  rupture;  and 
that  the  lymph  remains  jellied  in  the  vef- 
fels  below  the  con  traded  part."     I  can- 
*  not  help  feeling  a  fatisfadion  in  the  dilbe- 
lief  of  the  latter  dodlrine,  becaufe  with  Its 
fupporters  there  can  be  little  expedation  of 
affifting  the  fufferer  by  the  powers  of  art. 
What  medicines  can  effeft  the  flretching 
of  the  cicatrix  of  a  canal  inacceffible  to  me- 
chanical aid  ?  or  how  is  art  to  dilate  the 
muiuter  veflels  equally  inacceffible,  lb  as  to 
falhion  them  into  new  paflages  for  the  en- 
larged columns  of  accumulated   fluid  ?  or 
what  is  to  diffolve  the  lymph  jellied  in  the 
veflels,  and  fit  it  for  quickly  pervading  fome 
of    the    narroweft   canals    in    the    body  ? 
But  that  art  can  afford  great  and  fpeedy  re- 
lief, 
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lief,  feems  to  have  been  demonftrated,  if 
not  bv  numerous,  yet  by  clear  and  incon- 
trovertible teftimonies. 

Referring  to  Cafe  the  fecond,  we  find  al- 
moft  inftantaneous    relief  afforded    by  an 
emetic  and  leeches.     It  may  be  faid,  that 
the  nature  of  this  cafe  was  queftionable, 
becaufe  the  oedema  of  the  extremity  had  not 
taken  place — but  we  cannot  thus  except  to 
Cafe  third,  in  which  the  fwelling  had  con- 
tinued for  twelve  days  in  defpite  of  purga- 
tives, febrifuge  medicines,  and  the  evacu- 
ation of  ferum  from  the  limb  by  bliftering  ; 
yet  when  thus  confirmed,  emetics,  and  blif- 
tering the  tumour  in  the  iliac  region,  pro- 
duced fo  fpeedy  a  redu£lion  of  the  fwelling, 
and  relief  of  all  the  patient's  complaints, 
that  her  cure  was  completed  in  four  days. 
Nor  to  the  tenth,  in  which   the  tumour 
had  continued  a  month.     Nor  to  the  four- 
teenth, in  which  the  evil,  though  recent, 
was  of  an   alarming  magnitude.     Nor  to 
the  ninth,  in  which  the  remedies  employed, 
in  all  probability,    refcued  the  patient  from 

approach- 
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approaching  deftru£tion.  Nor  to  tlie  ele- 
venth, in  which  the  efficacy  of  vomiting 
was  clearly  decided  upon.     . 

How  obftinate  the  difeafe  is  fometimes 
found,  when  proper  means  of  relief  are  not 
adminiftered,  may  be  learned  from  fome  of 
the  foresfoino;  hiftories,  as  well  as  from  the 
book  of  Mr.  White,  and  the  chapter  which 
Mauricau  has  given  on.  the  fubje<3:. 

That  the  difeafe  is  of  an  importance  fuf- 
ficient  to  demand  our  moft  laborious  re- 
fearches  into  its  nature  and  treatment,  I  arn 
'fully  convinced.  The  fufFerings  of  the 
patient  fpoken  of  in  Cafe  the  ninth  were 
diftrcffing  beyond  defcription  :  and  the 
poor  woman's  declaration  in  Cafe  the  fif- 
teenth, that  labour  pains  were  triflins: 
compared  1b  her  prefent  torture,  will,  per- 
haps, v/eigh  in  the  reader's  mind  as  it  has 
done  in  mine.  But  prefent  fufrering  is  not 
ail.     Future  inconveniences  are  alfo  to  be 

dreaded. 
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dreaded.  *  Suppuration  of  the  iliac  gland 
I  have  already  fpoken  of.  Cafe  the  twelfth 
fhews,  that  thc'difteniion  mav  occalion  te- 
dious  and  painful  fuppurations  in  the  cel- 
lular fubftance  of  the  leg.  Cafe  the  thir- 
teenth, that  a  return  of  the  complaint  iu 
fubfequent  labours  may  fometimes  happen.^ 
That  weaknefs  of  the  extremity  and  lame- 
nefs  through  life  is  occafionally  a  confe- 
quence,  we  have  the  teftimony  of  the  ex- 
perienced foreigner  above  noticed—"  Qu'il 
*'  en  peut  refter  a  la  femme  une  claudiation 
"  dans  la  fuite,  comme  il  eft  arrivee  a  une 
**  de  mes  tantes,  qui  eft  reftee  tout  a  fait 
*^  bouteufe  d'une  jambe  depuis  trente  huit 


*  Upon  re-perufmg  Mr.  White,  I  obferve,  he  fays, 
that  fuppuration  never  happens.  His  authority  creates 
a  doubt  in  my  mind,  whether  or  not  I  am  miftakenin 
confidering  a  glandular  fuppuration  coming  on  after 
delivery  as  a  part  of,  or  connected  with  the  difeafe  in 
queftion.  The  reader  has  the  fa£ts  before  him,  and 
will  judge  of  the  re6litude  of  my  conclufions.  The 
fuppuration  in  the  leg  from  diftenfion  may  be  a  rare  oc- 
currence ;  but  that  it  has  happened,  we  have  a  pofitive 
proof. — See  Cafe  Xllth. 

"  ans 
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**  ans  par  un  femblable  accident,  enfuite 
*'  d'une  de  fes  couches." 

Maiiriceau,  tome  i.liv.  iii.  chapit.  xx.  liv.  iii. 


If  to  what  has  been  already  fald,  it  may 
be  added  with  truth,  that  the  *  nature  of 
the  complaint  has  not  heretofore  been  fatls- 

faSorily 


*  That  neither  Leveret,  nor  the  illuftrious  commen- 
tator on  Boerhaave,  underftood  either  the  nature  or  the 
proper  treatment  of  this  complaint,  will  appear  from 
Comment,  on  Aphorifm  1329. 

— ' **  Lac  ad  alia  loca  tendebat.     Solet  tunc  ma- 

'^  teria  iila  laclea  colligi  in  tunica  cellulofa,  per  quam 
**  peritoneum  pelvi  nedlitur,  vel  inter  mufculum  Pfoam 
**  &  Iliacumj  circa  iigamenta  lata,  &  quandoque  in 
"  plurimis  locis  fimul.  Dum  hoc  fit,  obtufus  dolor , 
**  circa  inguina,  pondus  in  pelvi,  et  debilitas  femorum 
**  percipiuntur.  Si  decumbat  in  dorfo,  femoribus  ex- 
"  tenfis,  plus  moleflis  habet,  quam  fi  ead^m  flexa  fue- 
<*  rint.  Rarius  in  utroque  latere  fimul  hacc  fymptomata 
*^  apparent,  fed  dum  in  uno  latere  tentatur  diffipatio, 
'*  in  altero  latere  fimiiia  fequuntur  fymtomata.  Poftea 
**  ed  femur  la£lea  hsic  materia  pergit,  et  tunicam  cel- 
"  lulofam  diftendit,  tandem  eadem  in  crure  et  pede  ob- 
*^  fervantur,  ficque  omnia  tument  cederaate,  et  miau- 

'*  untur 
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fa£torily  explained,  a  new  inquiry  into  the 
fubjeft  cannot  want  an  apology. 

But 


^'  untur  dolores,  qui  antea  circa  pelvim  fuerant.  Ubi 
'*  diflipare  incipit  tale  oedema,  femora  primo  detume- 
"  fount,  dein  crura,  et  pedes,  fimili  modo,  uti  antea  ia 
*'  hydrope  anafarca  dI6lum  fuit.  Vidi  aliquotiis  tales 
**  tumores  puerperii  tempore  :  dum  digltis  premuntur, 
*'  non  obfervantur  foveas,  ut  in  anafarca;  fed  tumor 
*'  magls  refiftit,  et  fomentis  ex  la8:e  cum  fapone  vene- 
*'  to  decotto,  fatis  feliciter  folent  diflipari,  intra  decern 
*'  vel  duodecim  dies ;  praecipue,  (i  urin^  crafTas  copiofoe 
''  piodierint,  primo  turbidse,  dein  reliquis  diebus  muU 
**  turn  fedimenti  deponentes.'* 

It  may  with  good  reafon  be  conje6^iired,  that  the  fa- 
gacious  and  obfervant.*Sydenham  treats  of  this  difeafe, 
placing  it  among  hyfterical  aiFe6lions,  under  which  title 
he  arranges  moit  of  the  complaints  confequent  to  par- 
turition. 

''  The  fwelling  which  diftends  the  legs  is  mofl:  re- 
"  markable  ;  for  whereas,  in  dropfical  fwellings,  thefe 
"  two  particulars  may  always  be  obferved,  namely, 
'*  (ift.)  they  increafe  towards  night,  and  (2d.)  pit  for 
''  fom.e  time  after  being  preiTed  by  the  finger  :  in  this 
"  tum.our  the  fwelling  is  largeft  in  the  morning,  and 
'*  does  not  yield  to  the  finger,  nor  leave  any  mark  be- 

"  behind 
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But  I  do  not  flop  here — I  have  ventured 
to  innovate  in  the  praEiice  as  well  as  in  the 
theory.  If  the  reader  beheve  my  narra- 
tives, he  will  acknowledge  that  the  event 
has  approved  the  means.  May  I  not  add, 
that  thefe  are  fomewhat  recommended  by 
their  fimplicity— to  remove  the  inflamma- 
tion of  the  lymphatic  trunks  and  glands  by 
applying  leeches  and  bliflers  immediately 
over  them,  and  by  the  revulfive  pow^er  of 
emetics  and  laxatives  when  the  patient's 
condition  admits  of  their  ufe  and  to  obviate 
the  prefent  and  future  ill  effetls  of  diften- 
tion  by  punfturing  t  the  oedematous  ex- 
tremity, form  my  ordinary  plan;  —  and  in 

more 


**  behind  it,  and  it  generally  fwells  only  one  of  the 

legs." 

Swans  Tranjlation, 


Ai 


He  does  not  farther  explain  its  nature,  nor  does  he 
enter  into  the  particular  management  of  it. 

t  Mr.  White  punftured  Sarah  Barton's  leg  (Vide 
Inquiry,  Cafe  Xlllth)  in  feveral  places,  but  no  water 
ilTued  out.  We  may,  perhaps,  account  for  the  water 
being  difcharged  in  fome  cafes  by  punduxing,  and  not 

in 
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more  obflinate  cafes  the  introducing  of  mer- 
cury fo  as  to  make  it  pafs  through  or  near 
to  the  glands  and  lymphatic  trunks  (paying 
a  due  regard  to  its  probable  effefls  upon  the 
health  and  conftitution  of  the  patient)  has 
been  my  bolder  effort.—- On  Cafes  IX.  and 
X.,  and  that  related  in  page  45,  I  reflect 
without  repenting  of  the  fteps  I  have 
taken. — Refpeding  the  ufe  of  emetics  in 
child-bed  women,  I  wifh  not  to  be  mifun- 
derftood.  They  are  by  no  means  to  be 
indifcriminately  ufed.  A  high  degree  of 
irritability  (a  very  frequent  occurrence  in 
the  lying-in  chamber)  will  in  general  be 

in  others,  from  the  greater  or  kfs  change  Induced  in  the 
cellular  fubftance,  and  the  coats  of  the  abforbents,  by 
the  elFefts  of  diftenfion.  That  fwelled  legs  loaded 
with  water -will  not  always  difcharge  it  when  pun6lured 
1  know  very  well.  Befides  other  inflances,  I  can  men- 
tion that  of  a  clergyman,  who,  at  different  times  in  the 
laft  three  years  of  his  life,  was  under  my  care  with  hy- 
dropic complaints.  Many  gallons,  I  may  fay,  of  water 
were  difcharged  by  punduring  his  legs  at  different 
times  \  but  at  the  latter  end  of  his  illnefs,  though  his 
legs  were  as  much  fwollen  as  heretofore,  yet  when 
pundured,  fometimes  very  little,  fometimes  no  water 
at  all  would  follow  the  lancet. 

^  one 
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OBe  of  the  circumftaiices  which  forbid  their 
employment. 


I  have  fpnn  out  my  paper  to  a  length  far 
exceeding  my  original  intent.  To  the  dif- 
cuifion  of  fuch  opinions  as  I  have  objed:ed 
to,  I  was  induced,  not  by  any  inclination 
to  controverfy,  in  which  a  confcioufnefs  of 
tnj  weaknefs  forbids  me  ever  to  engage,  but 
becaufe  to  feem  unacquainted  with  a  recent 
publication  written  profefledly  on  the  fub- 
Je£t  of  my  Effay,  and  by  a  gentleman  of  ac- 
knowledged merit,  would  have  carried  the 
appearance  of  inexcufable  ignorance ;  and 
as  I  could  not  pafs  that  publication  over  in 
filence,!  was  compelled  to  ftatemyobjedlions 
to  doftrines  in  which  I  could  not  acquiefce. 
As  to  my  own  fentiments,  aware  that  I  am 
fallible,  I  prepare  myfelf  with  willingnefs 
to  fee  their  errors  expofed  ;  knowing  that  it 
is  my  duty  to  rejoice  at  the  prefence  of 
truth,  though  my  moft  favoured  opinions 
and  prejudices  be  facrificed  at  her  flirine. 

THE    END. 
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